AGENDA
CITY OF LARAMIE, WYOMING
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
CITY HALL
February 13, 2018 6:00 pm
City Council Meetings are open to the public. Requests for accommodations from
persons with disabilities must be made to the City Manager's Office 24 hours in
advance of a meeting.

1. SPECIAL MEETING
Documents:
SPMtg 2-13-2018.pdf
1.A. PROCLAMATIONS & PRESENTATIONS
1.A.i. PROCLAMATION: Random Acts of Kindness Week
1.B. Original Ordinance No. 1977, amending Title 12 of Laramie Municipal

Code, 12.08.020 – Snow, ice and debris – Removal from sidewalks, to
amend the regulations related to snow removal within the City of
Laramie
Third and Final Reading (Introduced by Shuster)
[Jordan, CM]
Documents:
CC Cover 3rd Reading Third Time 2.13.2018.pdf
Ordinance 1977 - Third Reading 2.13.2018.pdf
Ordinance 1977A - Third Reading 2.13.2018.pdf
Ordinance 1977B - Third Reading 2.13.2018.pdf
Ordinance 1977C - Third Reading 2.13.2018.pdf
1.C. Original Ordinance No. 1978, amending various sections of Title 15 of

Laramie Municipal Code for the purposes of amending franchise utility
installation standards, public improvement requirements, preliminary
plat expiration, landscaping requirements, lot consolidation criteria,
alley development requirements, central gathering area requirements,
and fence standards; and correcting typographical errors and incorrect
cross references.
Second Reading. (Introduced by Gabriel)
[Jordan, CM]
Documents:
Cover Sheet.pdf
Original Ordinance 1978.pdf
LCBA Support Email.pdf
Modified Planning Commission Staff Report.pdf
1.D. Adjournment

Cover Sheet.pdf
Original Ordinance 1978.pdf
LCBA Support Email.pdf
Modified Planning Commission Staff Report.pdf
1.D. Adjournment
2. WORKSESSION
2.A. Public Comments
2.B. WORK SESSION: Update on the possible closure of WyoTech campus.
2.C. WORK SESSION: Council Communication with Boards and Commissions
2.D. City Council Updates/Council Comments
2.E. Agenda Review
2.F. Public Comments

NOTICE OF CITY COUNCIL
SPECIAL MEETING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Special Meeting of the Laramie City Council
will be held Tuesday, February 13, 2018, 6:00 p.m., in Council Chambers of City
Hall, 406 Ivinson Ave, for the following purpose:
1. Original Ordinance No. 1977, amending Title 12 of Laramie Municipal
Code, 12.08.020 – Snow, ice and debris – Removal from sidewalks, to
amend the regulations related to snow removal within the City of Laramie.
2. Original Ordinance No. 1978, amending various sections of Title 15 of
Laramie Municipal Code for the purpose of amending franchise utility
installation standards, public improvement requirements, preliminary plat
expiration, landscaping requirements, lot consolidation criteria, alley
development requirements, central gathering area requirements, and fence
standards; and correcting typographical errors and incorrect cross
references.
3. Adjourn
/s/ Andi Summerville, Mayor
Attest:/s/Angie Johnson
Advertised February 10, 2018
####

CITY OF LARAMIE COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING

February 13, 2018

Agenda Item: Orig. Ordinance - 3rd Reading
Title: Original Ordinance No. 1977, amending Title 12 of Laramie Municipal Code,
12.08.020 – Snow, ice and debris – Removal from sidewalks, to amend the regulations
related to snow removal within the City of Laramie.
Recommended Council MOTION:
Move to approve Original Ordinance No. 1977 on third and final reading; amending Title 12 of
Laramie Municipal Code, 12.08.020 – Snow, ice and debris – Removal from sidewalks; based on
findings of fact and conclusions of law, and authorize the mayor and clerk to sign the ordinance.
Note: If you wish to approve alternative 1, shown below, the following motion will be needed:
Move to amend Original Ordinance No. 1977 by substituting Original Ordinance No. 1977A;
based on findings of fact and conclusions of law, and authorize the mayor and clerk to sign the
ordinance.
Note: If you wish to approve alternative 2, shown below, the following motion will be needed:
Move to amend Original Ordinance No. 1977 by substituting Original Ordinance No. 1977B;
based on findings of fact and conclusions of law, and authorize the mayor and clerk to sign the
ordinance.
Note: If you wish to approve alternative 3, shown below, the following motion will be needed:
Move to amend Original Ordinance No. 1977 by substituting Original Ordinance No. 1977C;
based on findings of fact and conclusions of law, and authorize the mayor and clerk to sign the
ordinance.
Administrative or Policy Goal:
Council requested recently to revisit Title 12 of the Laramie Municipal Code regarding requirements for
snow removal and ice on sidewalks within the community.
Update:
At third reading of the Snow Removal Ordinance on January 2, 2018, Council recommended multiple
amendments to the proposed ordinance. Of those amendments proposed, only one amendment was
recommended for consideration which directed staff to look at possible language related to posting of
more than one notice on a property before enforcement action would be taken. Based on this
recommendation staff provides the following analysis and possible recommendations for Council to
consider.
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Staff’s Recommended Council Action:
Staff’s recommended action remains the same. Staff believes that the current version of the ordinance
addresses snow removal in a timely and safe manner, allows staff to act swiftly to have snow removed,
provides staff an enforcement mechanism through the nuisance abatement portion of the ordinance that
can address cases where snow is not removed and can be enforced with existing staff, time and resources.
Alternative 1:
In this alternative, an additional notice, done through posting of the property would be proposed. Instead
of only one notice being posted with a 24-hour timeframe before enforcement action is taken, a property
will be posted twice, providing a property owner two posted notices (24 hours each) and over 48 hours of
time to comply before enforcement action would begin.
Although this alternative will give two notices to a property owner, and by default, two opportunities for
compliance, staff does not believe that this will help in removing the snow in a timely manner so unsafe
conditions can be dealt with. As it has been noted during the Council meetings, the longer the snow
remains on a sidewalk the more difficult the snow is to remove and typically the more unsafe it becomes.
In this alternative, snow may remain on a property much longer then the currently drafted ordinance. With
this alternative, at a minimum (if snow stops at 11:59 pm), a person will have until 9:00 am the following
day (9 hours), plus two postings of 24 hours each (48 hours), for a total of 57 hours to remove the snow
from the sidewalk. At a maximum (if snow stops at 12:01 am), a person will have until 9:00 am the
following day (33 hours), plus two postings of 24 hours each (48 hours), for a total of 81 hours to remove
the snow from the sidewalk. Once this amount of time has elapsed, is when enforcement can begin, not
when the snow is removed. Thus, both of these scenarios do not account for the additional time it will
take to have the contractor actually visit the site to have the snow removed. This amount of time is just
too long to reasonably and safely remove snow, requires staff and citizens to continue to use unsafe
sidewalks for multiple postings or access, and finally requiring staff to visit problematic properties 4
separate times (initial inspection, posting #1, posting #2 and during enforcement) before snow is removed.
In the end, staff will spend a significant amount of time dealing with these few properties, and will have
only limited time to deal with a more city-wide enforcement and compliance initiative.
Alternative 2:
In this alternative only one notice would be posted, however additional time would be given. Instead of
only one notice being posted establishing a 24-hour timeframe before enforcement action is taken, one
posting and 48 hours would be given to clear the sidewalk. Although this alternative does not notify the
property owner twice, it does provide them more time. However, as noted above, staff still has concerns
with the significant amount of time that will lapse from the initial snow accumulation to when enforcement
will actually occur. In this alternative, the one notice is helpful in reducing the amount of time staff will
spend, versus alternative 1.
Alternative 3:
In this alternative, an additional notice period, done through posting of the property twice (a total of 4
times) and within 60 days, before enforcement action would occur, would be proposed. Instead of
enforcement action occurring after the posting of the first two notices (two 24 hour postings and a
minimum of 48 hours) as described in alternative 1, a second posting period of two notices (two 24 hour
postings and a minimum of another 48 hours) would have to occur within 60-days of the first posting
period, before enforcement action would be able to occur.
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Although this alternative provides a property owner an extended amount of time, multiple postings of the
property before enforcement occurs, and the possibility that they get just a warning the first time, staff
does not see this alternative as a benefit to the community, nor a pro-active approach to removing unsafe
conditions in a timely manner, which is the intent of the ordinance.
In this scenario, staff has identified multiple issues that make this alternative the least desirable of the
three proposed alternatives. First off, the first posting period is simply a warning and does not address the
unsafe condition, even though the City recognizes the unsafe condition. Furthermore, in situations when
snow is not removed after the first two postings, a second round of two postings needs to occur before
enforcement action could begin. As noted above, this alternative and the 4 separate postings would amount
to 105 hours of time passing before enforcement would begin. After this amount of time, snow is more
difficult to remove and does not make it easier for the contractor or property owner to address the unsafe
condition. In addition, the amount of staff time this alternative will require to achieve compliance cannot
be handled by staff and would essentially eliminate the amount of time our code enforcement officer could
spend on a more city-wide enforcement and compliance initiative.
Background:
Following a request by the City Council, City staff prepared information and points of discussion related
to snow removal from sidewalks which was presented in a work session on November 14, 2017. At the
work session the following was discussed; current and past LMC requirements, enforcement procedures,
enforcement successes and obstacles and potential revisions to LMC that will increase walkability and
safety. Based on input received from the City Council and staff’s professional judgement the attached
ordinance has been prepared. A brief summary of the changes include:
•
•
•
•
•

General language clean-up regarding “obstructions”;
Snow/ice removal time frame changed to 9:00 am the following day for any snow/ice;
Emergency Abatement provisions included and now allowed to enforce snow/ice removal;
Forty-two (42”) inch path required to be cleared;
Violators, following posting and 24 hours, can have snow removed by a contractor at their expense,
including administrative fee’s over a 6 month period.

At the conclusion of the 2017-2018 winter season staff will provide an update to City Council on the
implementation of the approved ordinance and if changes are needed.
The Council considered this item at their December 5, 2017 regular meeting and voted to approve (8 yes,
1 no) the ordinance as presented on first reading.
The Council considered this item at their December 19, 2017 regular meeting and voted to approve (6 yes,
2 no, 1 absent) the ordinance as presented on second reading.
The Council considered this item at their January 2, 2018 regular meeting on third reading and voted to
postpone (8 yes, 1 no) the ordinance as presented on first reading to consider possible amendments to the
ordinance that would require multiple posting of the property before enforcement action is taken.
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The Council considered this item at their February 6, 2018 regular meeting on third reading and voted to
postpone (4 yes, 3 no, 1 absent) the ordinance as presented.
Legal/Statutory Authority:
•

Laramie Municipal Code - Title 12

Responsible Staff:
Derek T. Teini, AICP, Planning Manager
721-5245
Brian Forster, Code Enforcement,
721-5285

Attachments:
Proposed Ordinance 1977

Future dates are subject to change
Work Session
Advertised
Public Hearing (PH) Held
December 19, 2017
PH Advertised
December 2, 2017
st
Introduction/1 Reading
December 5, 2017
2nd Reading
December 19, 2017
rd
3 Reading
January 2, 2018
February 6, 2018
February 13, 2018
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ORIGINAL ORDINANCE NO.: 1977
ENROLLED ORDINANCE NO.: _______

INTRODUCED BY: SHUSTER

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 12 OF LARAMIE MUNICIPAL CODE, AMENDING
CHAPTER 12.08.020 – SNOW, ICE AND DEBRIS – REMOVAL FROM SIDEWALKS, TO
AMEND THE REGULATIONS RELATED TO SNOW REMOVAL WITHIN THE CITY OF
LARAMIE.
WHEREAS, City Council requested City Staff to revisit the snow removal ordinance; and
WHEREAS, on November 14, 2017, City of Laramie City Council held a work session on the
snow removal ordinance; and
WHEREAS, the Laramie City Council held a public hearing on December 19, 2017 to take
and consider public comments;
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LARAMIE:
Section 1.

That LMC 12.08.020 is amended as shown:

12.08.020 – Snow, ice and debris – Removal from sidewalks.
All persons shall keep the sidewalks in front of and adjacent to the tenements or grounds
owned, occupied or managed by them clear of obstructions such as snow, ice, mud, dirt,
rubbish or filth. All obstructions may be treated as nuisance violations and may be
abated in accordance with section 8.32.260 – Emergency Abatement, of Laramie
Municipal Code. Following any accumulation of snow, such persons shall cause the
snow or ice to be removed from sidewalks by 9:00 a.m. the following day. For any
accumulation of snow or ice a minimum forty-two (42”) inch path or the entire
sidewalk must be cleared, whichever is less. For purposes of this section, adjacent
sidewalks also include sidewalks crossing the alley up to the center line of the alley
and any midblock sidewalk up to the centerline of the sidewalk. snow removal on
sidewalks across a road alley shall be the responsibility of the adjacent owner, occupant or
manager. If a sidewalk across a road alley is adjacent to two owners, occupants or
managers, sidewalk snow removal shall be the responsibility of both such persons to the
centerline of the road alley back to the adjacent property.
If the obstruction is not cleared in accordance with section 12.08.020 – Snow, ice and
debris – Removal from Sidewalks, of Laramie Municipal Code, the City Manager’s
designee shall post a violation notice in a conspicuous place on the offending property
and the owner shall have twenty-four (24) hours to remove the obstruction. If the
obstruction is not removed in twenty-four (24) hours, the City Manager’s designee
may hire a contractor to remove the obstruction in accordance with section 8.32.260
– Emergency Abatement of Laramie Municipal Code. For all violations of this section
within any six (6) month period of time, the owner shall be charged the contractor’s
fee plus a $100.00 administrative fee for the first offence, a $150.00 administrative fee

for the second offence and a $200.00 administrative fee for all subsequent offences.
Section 2.
publication.

That this ordinance shall become effective after its passage, approval and its

Passed and approved this _____ day of ____________________, 2018.

___________________________________
Andi Summerville, Mayor and President of the City Council
Attest:___________________________
Angie Johnson
City Clerk
First Reading: December 5, 2017
Public Hearing: December 19, 2017
Second Reading: December 19, 2017
Third Reading and Final Action: January 2, 2018
Duly published in the Laramie Boomerang this ________day of ________________, 2018.

Original Ordinance No. 1977
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ORIGINAL ORDINANCE NO.: 1977A
ENROLLED ORDINANCE NO.: _______

INTRODUCED BY: SHUSTER

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 12 OF LARAMIE MUNICIPAL CODE, AMENDING
CHAPTER 12.08.020 – SNOW, ICE AND DEBRIS – REMOVAL FROM SIDEWALKS, TO
AMEND THE REGULATIONS RELATED TO SNOW REMOVAL WITHIN THE CITY OF
LARAMIE.
WHEREAS, City Council requested City Staff to revisit the snow removal ordinance; and
WHEREAS, on November 14, 2017, City of Laramie City Council held a work session on the
snow removal ordinance; and
WHEREAS, the Laramie City Council held a public hearing on December 19, 2017 to take
and consider public comments;
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LARAMIE:
Section 1.

That LMC 12.08.020 is amended as shown:

12.08.020 – Snow, ice and debris – Removal from sidewalks.
All persons shall keep the sidewalks in front of and adjacent to the tenements or grounds
owned, occupied or managed by them clear of obstructions such as snow, ice, mud, dirt,
rubbish or filth. All obstructions may be treated as nuisance violations and may be
abated in accordance with section 8.32.260 – Emergency Abatement, of Laramie
Municipal Code. Following any accumulation of snow, such persons shall cause the
snow or ice to be removed from sidewalks by 9:00 a.m. the following day. For any
accumulation of snow or ice a minimum forty-two (42”) inch path or the entire
sidewalk must be cleared, whichever is less. For purposes of this section, adjacent
sidewalks also include sidewalks crossing the alley up to the center line of the alley
and any midblock sidewalk up to the centerline of the sidewalk. snow removal on
sidewalks across a road alley shall be the responsibility of the adjacent owner, occupant or
manager. If a sidewalk across a road alley is adjacent to two owners, occupants or
managers, sidewalk snow removal shall be the responsibility of both such persons to the
centerline of the road alley back to the adjacent property.
If the obstruction is not cleared in accordance with section 12.08.020 – Snow, ice and
debris – Removal from Sidewalks, of Laramie Municipal Code, the City Manager’s
designee shall post a violation notice in a conspicuous place on the offending property
and the owner shall have twenty-four (24) hours to remove the obstruction. If the
obstruction is not removed in twenty-four (24) hours, a second notice will be posted
and the owner shall have an additional twenty-four (24) hours to remove the snow
accumulation. If the snow is not removed after the two posted notices the City
Manager’s designee may hire a contractor to remove the obstruction in accordance
with section 8.32.260 – Emergency Abatement of Laramie Municipal Code. For all

violations of this section within any six (6) month period of time, the owner shall be
charged the contractor’s fee plus a $100.00 administrative fee for the first offence, a
$150.00 administrative fee for the second offence and a $200.00 administrative fee for
all subsequent offences.
Section 2.
publication.

That this ordinance shall become effective after its passage, approval and its

Passed and approved this _____ day of ____________________, 2018.

___________________________________
Andi Summerville, Mayor and President of the City Council
Attest:___________________________
Angie Johnson
City Clerk
First Reading: December 5, 2017
Public Hearing: December 19, 2017
Second Reading: December 19, 2017
Third Reading and Final Action: January 2, 2018
Duly published in the Laramie Boomerang this ________day of ________________, 2018.

Original Ordinance No. 1977A
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ORIGINAL ORDINANCE NO.: 1977B
ENROLLED ORDINANCE NO.: _______

INTRODUCED BY: SHUSTER

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 12 OF LARAMIE MUNICIPAL CODE, AMENDING
CHAPTER 12.08.020 – SNOW, ICE AND DEBRIS – REMOVAL FROM SIDEWALKS, TO
AMEND THE REGULATIONS RELATED TO SNOW REMOVAL WITHIN THE CITY OF
LARAMIE.
WHEREAS, City Council requested City Staff to revisit the snow removal ordinance; and
WHEREAS, on November 14, 2017, City of Laramie City Council held a work session on the
snow removal ordinance; and
WHEREAS, the Laramie City Council held a public hearing on December 19, 2017 to take
and consider public comments;
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LARAMIE:
Section 1.

That LMC 12.08.020 is amended as shown:

12.08.020 – Snow, ice and debris – Removal from sidewalks.
All persons shall keep the sidewalks in front of and adjacent to the tenements or grounds
owned, occupied or managed by them clear of obstructions such as snow, ice, mud, dirt,
rubbish or filth. All obstructions may be treated as nuisance violations and may be
abated in accordance with section 8.32.260 – Emergency Abatement, of Laramie
Municipal Code. Following any accumulation of snow, such persons shall cause the
snow or ice to be removed from sidewalks by 9:00 a.m. the following day. For any
accumulation of snow or ice a minimum forty-two (42”) inch path or the entire
sidewalk must be cleared, whichever is less. For purposes of this section, adjacent
sidewalks also include sidewalks crossing the alley up to the center line of the alley
and any midblock sidewalk up to the centerline of the sidewalk. snow removal on
sidewalks across a road alley shall be the responsibility of the adjacent owner, occupant or
manager. If a sidewalk across a road alley is adjacent to two owners, occupants or
managers, sidewalk snow removal shall be the responsibility of both such persons to the
centerline of the road alley back to the adjacent property.
If the obstruction is not cleared in accordance with section 12.08.020 – Snow, ice and
debris – Removal from Sidewalks, of Laramie Municipal Code, the City Manager’s
designee shall post a violation notice in a conspicuous place on the offending property
and the owner shall have forty-eight (48) hours to remove the obstruction. If the
obstruction is not removed in forty-eight (48) hours, the City Manager’s designee may
hire a contractor to remove the obstruction in accordance with section 8.32.260 –
Emergency Abatement of Laramie Municipal Code. For all violations of this section
within any six (6) month period of time, the owner shall be charged the contractor’s
fee plus a $100.00 administrative fee for the first offence, a $150.00 administrative fee

for the second offence and a $200.00 administrative fee for all subsequent offences.
Section 2.
publication.

That this ordinance shall become effective after its passage, approval and its

Passed and approved this _____ day of ____________________, 2018.

___________________________________
Andi Summerville, Mayor and President of the City Council
Attest:___________________________
Angie Johnson
City Clerk
First Reading: December 5, 2017
Public Hearing: December 19, 2017
Second Reading: December 19, 2017
Third Reading and Final Action: January 2, 2018
Duly published in the Laramie Boomerang this ________day of ________________, 2018.

Original Ordinance No. 1977B
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ORIGINAL ORDINANCE NO.: 1977C
ENROLLED ORDINANCE NO.: _______

INTRODUCED BY: SHUSTER

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 12 OF LARAMIE MUNICIPAL CODE, AMENDING
CHAPTER 12.08.020 – SNOW, ICE AND DEBRIS – REMOVAL FROM SIDEWALKS, TO
AMEND THE REGULATIONS RELATED TO SNOW REMOVAL WITHIN THE CITY OF
LARAMIE.
WHEREAS, City Council requested City Staff to revisit the snow removal ordinance; and
WHEREAS, on November 14, 2017, City of Laramie City Council held a work session on the
snow removal ordinance; and
WHEREAS, the Laramie City Council held a public hearing on December 19, 2017 to take
and consider public comments;
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LARAMIE:
Section 1.

That LMC 12.08.020 is amended as shown:

12.08.020 – Snow, ice and debris – Removal from sidewalks.
All persons shall keep the sidewalks in front of and adjacent to the tenements or grounds
owned, occupied or managed by them clear of obstructions such as snow, ice, mud, dirt,
rubbish or filth. All obstructions may be treated as nuisance violations and may be
abated in accordance with section 8.32.260 – Emergency Abatement, of Laramie
Municipal Code. Following any accumulation of snow, such persons shall cause the
snow or ice to be removed from sidewalks by 9:00 a.m. the following day. For any
accumulation of snow or ice a minimum forty-two (42”) inch path or the entire
sidewalk must be cleared, whichever is less. For purposes of this section, adjacent
sidewalks also include sidewalks crossing the alley up to the center line of the alley
and any midblock sidewalk up to the centerline of the sidewalk. snow removal on
sidewalks across a road alley shall be the responsibility of the adjacent owner, occupant or
manager. If a sidewalk across a road alley is adjacent to two owners, occupants or
managers, sidewalk snow removal shall be the responsibility of both such persons to the
centerline of the road alley back to the adjacent property.
If the obstruction is not cleared in accordance with section 12.08.020 – Snow, ice and
debris – Removal from Sidewalks, of Laramie Municipal Code, the City Manager’s
designee shall post a violation notice in a conspicuous place on the offending property
and the owner shall have twenty-four (24) hours to remove the obstruction. If the
obstruction is not removed in twenty-four (24) hours, a second notice will be posted
and the owner shall have an additional twenty-four (24) hours to remove the snow
accumulation. If the snow is not removed after the first two posted notices, two
additional notices shall be posted to the property in the same manner as the first two
notices. If two notice periods occur within sixty (60) days of each other, and the snow

is not removed, the City Manager’s designee may hire a contractor to remove the
obstruction in accordance with section 8.32.260 – Emergency Abatement of Laramie
Municipal Code. For all violations of this section within any six (6) month period of
time, the owner shall be charged the contractor’s fee plus a $100.00 administrative
fee for the first offence, a $150.00 administrative fee for the second offence and a
$200.00 administrative fee for all subsequent offences.
Section 2.
publication.

That this ordinance shall become effective after its passage, approval and its

Passed and approved this _____ day of ____________________, 2018.

___________________________________
Andi Summerville, Mayor and President of the City Council
Attest:___________________________
Angie Johnson
City Clerk
First Reading: December 5, 2017
Public Hearing: December 19, 2017
Second Reading: December 19, 2017
Third Reading and Final Action: January 2, 2018
Duly published in the Laramie Boomerang this ________day of ________________, 2018.

Original Ordinance No. 1977C
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CITY OF LARAMIE COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING February 13, 2018
Agenda Item: Orig. Ordinance - 2nd Reading
Title: Original Ordinance No. 1978 amending various sections of Title
15 of Laramie Municipal Code for the purposes of amending franchise
utility installation standards, public improvement requirements,
preliminary plat expiration, landscaping requirements, lot consolidation
criteria, alley development requirements, central gathering area
requirements, and fence standards; and correcting typographical errors
and incorrect cross references.
Recommended Council MOTION:
Move to approve Original Ordinance No. 1978 as recommended by the Planning Commission on second
reading, in accordance with findings of fact and conclusions of law; and to note a public hearing was held
on February 6, 2018;

Mover to amend section 29 of Original Ordinance No. 1978 on second reading to remove the words “threephase” from subsection a.
Administrative or Policy Goal:
“… this code should be regularly reviewed, evaluated and amended, if necessary, based on private and city
economic conditions, vision for the community, changing planning and zoning principles, frequent difficulty
in implementing or enforcing any specific standard(s), or changes in the state, federal or case law. All city
or citizen initiated amendments must be adequately vetted through the public hearing processes identified
in the code.” (Sec. 15.02.050, LMC)
Update (February 13, 2018):

On February 6th a public hearing was held. Three people provided comments regarding the definition of
“IT”, undergrounding of powerlines, conduit installation for franchise utilities, installation of information
technology (IT) utilities, and supporting the proposed extension of preliminary plat lapse periods.

Staff is not recommending any changes based on the public comments. In the proposed amendment, IT
refers to “telecommunications, cable TV, fiber, and similar” and is shown in parentheses is the subsection.
Staff believes this reference is acceptable and no further definition is necessary.

The addition of provisions to require installation of conduit and/or oversizing of conduit installation to this
subsection of code is inappropriate. This would best be addressed in a new subsection and requires
vetting and review in accordance with applicable text amendment review procedures. Further discussion
would be necessary regarding installation cost and reimbursement for use by future users. Presently with
new development, franchise utilities work together and with developer to ensure that adequate conduit
and facilities are in place for franchise and future technology/service are being installed. Utilization of
public rights-of-way for electric, phone, cable or electricity networks requires a franchise agreement with
the City or in some cases special agreements.
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Representatives from Rocky Mountain Power were in attendance and answered City Council questions
regarding the proposed language, line capacity and distribution. The ordinance was unanimously (8 yes, 0
no, 1 absent) postponed to February 13th.
Update (February 6, 2018):

At first reading on January 16th the City Council had several questions regarding the proposed
amendments. Topics of discussion, as well as applicable staff recommended motions, are summarized
below.
Transitional Regulations

LMC 15.02.060.D details the status of applications approved under prior ordinances. It reads as follows: “A
preliminary or final plat, or preliminary or final planned unit development, approved prior to the effective
date of this code, whether or not yet recorded, shall remain in full force and effect, subject to applicable
expiration provisions at the time of approval. Final plats and final planned unit developments may be
recorded as approved. Final plats and final planned unit developments shall be entitled to approval
consistent with the preliminary approval; lots in such plats shall be established in their platted size and
configuration as lots of record. Such lots shall be subject to use and development standards of this code,
other than minimum lot dimensions and setbacks.”

Two preliminary plats that were filed prior to July 1, 2010 and reviewed under pre-UDC development
standards are active today. Those plats are Coughlin Pole Mountain 3rd Preliminary Plat (near Indian
Paintbrush) and Indian Ridge Preliminary Plat (northeast Laramie) and both have requirements that every
final plat be approved within two years of each other. These plats represent approximately 130 potential
lots.

Multiple preliminary plats have been approved under the present laps provisions (three years) and would
retain the requirement that every final plat be approved within three years of each other. This included but
is not limited to the following preliminary plats: Stagecoach (22 lots), Grandview Heights (84 lots),
Paintbrush (26 lots), Vista Buttes (County, 0 residential lots), and the soon to be considered Spring Creek
Village Subdivision (123 lots).

If the City Council desired to remove the grandfathering, the first sentence could be modified to set a date
certain for expiration or possibly set different dates based on the filing of the preliminary plat application.

Staff does not see the benefit of letting the plats expire and does not recommend any changes to existing
transitional regulations. Developments affected would be required to refile their applications to
demonstrate conformance with current applicable standards leading to development delays and additional
staff review.
Preliminary Plat Expiration (Section 14)

Nationally, preliminary plat expiration periods vary greatly. The shortest expiration time period is
typically two years and can be as long as five or ten years. Some jurisdictions, such as Albany County, do
not have expiration periods.

A specific question arose at the meeting regarded how this related to the 2015 Housing Study. The housing
study recognizes that the affordable housing issue for low to moderate income residents will likely not be
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solved by new home construction but will be addressable by refurbishment of existing homes (Housing
Study p 2.17). The Housing Study adds that one of the primary factors in the cost of new housing is the cost
of construction, availability of land and infrastructure (Housing Study p 3.8). The 2015 Housing study does
not specifically speak to platting, but recognizes that the City should strive to build up to 1,538 new units;
640 owner units and 898 rental units, by 2020 (Housing Study p 6.1).

A summary of permit data since implementation of the Housing Study is shown below.
New Single -Family
Remodel SingleFamily
New Apartment Unit

Permits Issued Since 2015
2015
2016
2017
65 units
64 units
40 units
373 units
307 units
214 units
2 buildings
– 14 units

2 buildings
– 24 units

1 building
– 8 units

Total
169 units
894 units

5 buildings
– 46 units

To keep on pace with the goals of the housing study new housing starts should average 128 units per year
and new apartments should average 180 units per year. Based on those numbers, Laramie is well behind
the Plan’s goals. A total of 384 single-family homes and 540 rental units should have been constructed by
the end of 2017.

As noted in the housing study in Chapter 3 and listed above, infrastructure development costs were one of
the primary obstacles to affordable housing in the community. Extending the time period for new
preliminary plats from three years to five years could allow for developers to create larger plats and reduce
construction costs associated with infrastructure improvements. However, the study also indicates that
new housing will not solve the affordability issues in the community. This is evident by the new housing
that is being developed in the community with price points that are unattainable for lower to median
income families.

Staff believes the extension in the expiration period for new subdivisions will be both beneficial to the
developer and staff. It will allow for larger projects to be developed and ultimately allow for the creation of
more shovel-ready lots waiting for future development. Additionally, allowing longer periods before
expiration and indirectly allowing for larger final plat areas, will reduce duplication of efforts by all parties
in final plat review.
Staff’s recommendation remains unchanged.
Temporary Uses (Section 22)

At the meeting it was asked where the request originated and what uses would it allow. Staff stated in the
meeting that specific request came as a result of enforcement action at a hotel on Grand Avenue that was
temporarily using shipping containers for a furniture change-out on an adjacent undeveloped lot. In
reviewing this enforcement case staff conclude that other scenarios existed that may warrant the allowance
of a temporary use on undeveloped land. Uses that would qualify are summarized in LMC 15.08.040.B.1
and include but are not limited to temporary seasonal and holiday sales (e.g., bazaars, tree lots, wreath
sales), temporary real estate sales offices, contractor's office/temporary construction uses, fruit/vegetable
stands, storage/shipping containers and roadside stands.
Staff notes this also would be applicable for construction projects where offices are located off site on
undeveloped lands like the Laramie High School project. Finally, the total time period allowed for a
temporary use is three months plus a possible three month extension.
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Staff’s recommendation remains unchanged.
Utility Undergrounding (Section 29)

Staff met with Rocky Mountain Power on January
24th regarding the proposed amendment. In
discussion, they indicated that most above-ground
lines in areas to be subdivided were primary phase.
In earlier conversations they indicated that detailed
maps showing primary and secondary lines
surrounding Laramie was not easily available. At the
meeting they did indicate that they reviewed the
language again and requested a modification to the
ordinance to remove the words three-phase because
primary lines can be single or double phase.

Staff has provided a map showing powerline
locations on the north side of town. The Cirrus Sky
Technology Park is outlined and labeled “Phase 1
Property” on the map. None of the lines shown on
this map would require undergrounding because they are transmission lines (WAPA) or primary lines that
exceed 600v. Most of the overhead services to residential properties in Laramie’s older neighborhoods
connect to secondary lines. No powerlines on the north side of town would require undergrounding with
subdivision. Staff believes typical line that would require undergrounding with subdivision are overhead
services to existing structures and streetlights. An online conversion tool is available at:
http://www.rapidtables.com/convert/voltage/kv-to-volt.htm.

Staff has included a motion on the cover sheet remove the words “three-phase” from subsection a as shown
in Section 29 of the ordinance.
Alley Paving (Section 34)

Developments that would trigger alley improvements include any development that requires full
compliance with the development standards of code (Chapter 15.14). This typically includes new
commercial, office and industrial development as well as multifamily development proposing four or more
units. This amendment also requires paving for all newly platted alleys. Developers adjacent to existing
alleys would not be required to dedicate additional right-of-way or increase an existing alley’s width and
paving would be accommodated within its existing right-of-way.

At the January 16th City Council meeting discussion occurred regarding the paving of longer alleys and it
was suggested that this be changed to allow for only paving to the nearest paved street. Staff’s intent of the
amendment was to address concerns with alley maintenance of established alleys in areas where singlefamily homes are being demolished and being replaced with denser multifamily development. The typical
areas of concern have alley between 280’ and 400’ in length. Several longer do, exist however
redevelopment of properties into commercial, industrial or multifamily complexes is not expected. In
response to City Council’s concerns, staff has proposed the following amendment to section 34 to prevent
long alleys from requiring full pavement (changes in red):
Move to amend section 34 of Original Ordinance 1978 to read as follows:
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“All newly platted or dedicated alleys shall be at least 24 feet in width, unless additional width is
required for utility installation; paved and dedicated to the city as rights-of-way. Any project
requiring full compliance with the Development Standards of this title pursuant to LMC
15.14.010.B and proposing ingress or egress to an alley shall pave to the nearest cross streets and is
said alley is less than 400’ in length, the entirety of the alley between cross streets shall be paved.
For all existing alleys, paving of the full length of the alley is required for any project requiring full
compliance with the Development Standards of this title pursuant to LMC 15.14.010.B, and uses
the alley for any level of ingress or egress to the site. Alleys are not required, unless proposed to
provide rear-yard access to properties, or access to maintain city utilities. If a developer is required
to pave an alley, all standards within LMC §15.18.100.D [Reimbursement by Others] shall apply.
Eligibility for alley reimbursement under LMC § 15.18.010.A shall only apply to alleys and
benefiting development will only be required to reimburse for alley improvements if the
development triggers full alley paving under this section, LMC § 15.18.010.A.”
If this amendment is approved, it will be reflected in the Ordinance at Third Reading on February 20th.
Typographical Errors

Staff has corrected two typographical errors in Sections 11 (accidental insertion) and 44 (double negative).
Those are shown in the attached Ordnance in red.
Background (Provided January 16th):

The present amendment is initiated by the City of Laramie as part of the continual effort to keep the Unified
Development Code (UDC) accurate, correct concerns, and remove potential avenues of confusion. The
proposed amendments target a variety of sections of Title 15. This is not the first, nor will it be the last in
housekeeping amendments. Major components of this amendment package address alley paving and
width requirements, allowing for PUD variances to be decided by the City Council, and undergrounding of
existing franchise utilities. Included in this amendment package are additional amendments that are
considered minor items that staff has deemed problematic in working with the code and propose changing
to make the code more user friendly and to alleviate confusion. Additionally, staff has identified additional
typographical errors and incorrect cross references that need correction.
Copies of all prior ordinances amending LMC Title 15 (Unified Development Code) are available online at
www.cityoflaramie.org/ordinances.

On January 16, 2018 the City Council passed this ordinance (7 yes, 1 no, 1 absent) on first reading. The
Planning Commission reviewed this item and held a public hearing on January 8, 2018. At the meeting
sections 30 and 34 were amended to allow for alley widths to be reduced from 30 feet to 24 feet unless
additional the addition width is needed to accommodate utilities. This allows for alleys to be constructed
to a lesser width if the City Public Works Department determines that sufficient room exists for utilities.
The Planning Commission recommends that the Ordinance as amended be approved (6 yes, 0 no, 1 absent).
The Planning Commission staff report is included. The staff report summarizes proposed changes and
references specific sections in the Ordinance. The Planning Commission attachment has been removed and
replaced by the draft Ordinance. Please refer to the Ordinance provided.

Legal/Statutory Authority:
•

Laramie Municipal Code: Title 15 (Unified Development Code)
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•

Wyoming State Statutes: Title 15, Chapter 4, Article 3: Property, Financial Affairs, Contracts, Streets,
Subdivisions and Utilities

Responsible Staff:

Derek T. Teini, AICP, Planning Manager,
721-5245
Charles Bloom, AICP, Principal Planner,
721-5232

Future dates are subject to change
Advertised
Public Hearing (PH) Held February 6, 2018
PH Advertised
January 20, 2018
st
Introduction/1 Reading
January 16, 2018
2nd Reading
February 13, 2018

Attachments:
3rd Reading
• Proposed Ordinance
• Modified Planning Commission Staff Report (January 8, 2018)
• LCBA CDLC Email of Support
• Cirrus Sky Powerline Map
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February 20, 2017

ORIGINAL ORDINANCE NO.: 1978
ENROLLED ORDINANCE NO.: _______

INTRODUCED BY: Gabriel

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING VARIOUS SECTIONS OF TITLE 15 OF LARAMIE
MUNICIPAL CODE FOR THE PURPOSES OF AMENDING FRANCHISE UTILITY
INSTALLATION
STANDARDS,
PUBLIC
IMPROVEMENT
REQUIREMENTS,
PRELIMINARY PLAT EXPIRATION, LANDSCAPING REQUIREMENTS, LOT
CONSOLIDATION CRITERIA, ALLEY DEVELOPMENT REQUIREMENTS, CENTRAL
GATHERING AREA REQUIREMENTS, AND FENCE STANDARDS; AND CORRECTING
TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS AND INCORRECT CROSS REFERENCES.
WHEREAS, on August 21, 2007, the City Council adopted the Laramie Comprehensive Plan
which lists as one of its recommendations to create a unified development code that would combine
the zoning and subdivision ordinances in into a single, unified document consisting of multiple
parts or sections, including administrative procedures, zoning, subdivision regulations and
improvement standards;
WHEREAS, on June 22, 2009 the Laramie Planning Commission affirmatively voted to
recommend to the Laramie City Council adoption of the Unified Development Code subject to
modifications;
WHEREAS, on March 2, 2010, the City Council adopted the Unified Development Code with an
effective date of July 1, 2010;
WHEREAS, 15.02.050 of the Laramie Municipal Code (LMC) calls for the Unified Development
Code to be amended from time to time so as to become or remain consistent with the
Comprehensive Plan, and should be regularly reviewed, evaluated and amended, if necessary,
based on private and city economic conditions, vision for the community, changing planning and
zoning principles, frequent difficulty in implementing or enforcing any specific standard(s), or
changes in the state, federal or case law;
WHEREAS, typographical errors consisting of incorrect cross-references have been found in LMC
Title 15 and need correction;
WHEREAS, staff has identified other sections of Title 15 in need of clarification;
WHEREAS, on December 11, 2017, the Laramie Planning Commission affirmatively voted to
recommend to the Laramie City Council adoption of amendments to the Unified Development
Code as shown in this ordinance; and
WHEREAS, the Laramie City Council shall hold HELD a public hearing on January 16,
2017 to take and consider public comments;

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LARAMIE:
Section 1.
That LMC 15.04.030.G.1 is amended to read as follows “Subdivisions, Minor
Minor Land Division”; and
Section 2.
That LMC 15.04.050 is amended to read as follows: “Community Development
Department City Manager’s Office. The Community Development Department (“City Manager’s
Office”) City Manager’s Office shall have the review and decision-making responsibilities listed
in this section, to be carried out in accordance with the terms of this code.”; and
Section 3.
That LMC 15.04.050.A.14 is created to read as follows “Major Temporary Use
Permits”; and
Section 4.
That LMC 15.04.050.B.4 is amended to read as follows “Subdivisions, Minor
Minor Land Division”; and
Section 5.
That Table 15.06-1 shown in LMC 15.06.020 is be amended to merge columns
titled “Community Development Department” and “City Manager” and the column be renamed to
“City Manager’s Office”; and
Section 6.
That Table 15.06-1 shown in LMC 15.06.020 is be amended to change
“Subdivision, Minor” in column one to “Minor Land Division”;
Section 7.
That LMC 15.06.030.B.1 is amended to read as follows “Form of Application.
Application submittal requirements and contents shall be established by the “City of Laramie Land
Development Administrative Manual,” herein referred to as the “Administrative Manual,” adopted
as a supplement to this code and made available in the offices of the community development
department City Manager’s Office, unless otherwise specified”; and
That LMC 15.06.030.B.4 is amended to read as follows “Applications required by
Section 8.
this section shall be submitted only after a pre-application meeting, if required. All applications
required by this section shall be submitted to the community development department City
Manager’s Office, unless otherwise specified.”; and
Section 9.
That LMC 15.06.030.D.3.f is amended to read as follows “Identify the location
(e.g., the offices of the community development department) where the public may view the
application and related documents.”; and
Section 10. That LMC 15.06.030.C.8.a.(ii) is amended to read as follows “Unless the
department agrees to an extension of time, the applicant shall submit the revised application and
related materials to the community development department City Manager’s Office no later than
90 calendar days after the date of the response meeting. If the applicant does not submit a revised
application within this time frame, the application shall be considered automatically withdrawn,
and the city shall treat submittals after expiration of the time period as a new application for
purposes of review, scheduling, and payment of application fees.”; and
Original Ordinance No. 1978
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Section 11. That LMC 15.06.060.C.4 is amended to read as follows: “Relationship to
Subdivisions. Preliminary PUDs may be filed, processed and acted upon by the planning
commission and city council concurrently with preliminary plat applications for a minor or major
subdivision or minor land division application for all or part of the property. Final PUDs may
be filed, processed, and acted upon by the planning commission and city council concurrently with
final plat applications for a minor or major subdivision or minor land division application.
Preliminary and final PUDs shall not be processed concurrently.” involving two or more lots,
and including the below circumstances:
a. To promote and permit flexibility that will encourage innovative and imaginative
approaches in land development and renewal that will result in a more efficient, aesthetic,
desirable, and economic use of land while maintaining density and intensity of use
consistent with the applicable adopted plans, regulations, and policies of the city;
b. To promote development within the city that can be conveniently, efficiently, and
economically served by existing municipal utilities and services or by their logical
extension;
c. To promote design flexibility including placement of buildings, use of open space,
pedestrian and vehicular circulation systems to and through the site, and off-street parking
areas in a manner that will best utilize potential on-site characteristics, such as topography,
geology, geography, size, and proximity;
d. To provide for the preservation of historic or natural features where they are shown to
be in the public interest, including but not limited to such features as: drainage ways,
floodplains, existing topography or rock outcroppings, sensitive environmental areas or
features, unique areas of vegetation, historic landmarks, or structures;
e. To provide for compatibility with the area surrounding the project site;
f. To provide for usable and suitably located open space such as, but not limited to, bicycle
paths, playground areas, courtyards, tennis courts, swimming pools, planned gardens,
outdoor seating areas, outdoor picnic areas, and similar open space;
g. To minimize adverse environmental impacts of development;
h. To improve the design, quality and character of new development; and
i. To provide compensating community benefits to offset any impacts of the development
and in recognition of design flexibility.”; and
Section 12. That LMC 15.06.060.D.2.e.(ii).(3) is amended to read as follows: “A variance shall
not authorize a use other than those permitted in the district for which the variance is sought; also,
an application or request for a variance shall not be granted with regard to any parcel of property
or portion thereof upon which an active zoning request, including Planned Unit Developments,
for any parcel of property or portion thereof has not been finally acted upon by the city council”;
and

Section 13. That LMC 15.06.060.P.2.c is amended to read as follows: “The subdivision is not
otherwise eligible for the minor subdivision minor land division process.”; and
Section 14. That LMC 15.06.060.P.9 is amended to read as follows “a. Duration of Preliminary
Plat After Effective Date. A final plat for the subdivision approved after the effective date of this
Original Ordinance No. 1978
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code shall be approved by the city council and recorded no later than three five years after approval
or conditional approval of the preliminary plat by the city council. If the subdivision is to be
recorded as multiple final plats, each subsequent final plat shall be approved by the city council
and recorded no later than three five years after the recordation date of the preceding phase. If a
final plat for the entire subdivision or any phase thereof is not approved by the city council and
recorded as specified above, the approval or conditional approval of the preliminary plat shall be
null and void.”;
Section 15. That references to “Subdivisions Minor” within LMC 15.06.060.Q and all
subsections and graphics within the section within be amended to read “Minor Land Division”;
and
Section 16. That references to “Subdivision Minor” within LMC 15.06.060.Q and all
subsections and graphics within the section within be amended to read “Minor Land Division”;
and
Section 17. That LMC 15.06.060.R.2.b is amended to read as follows: “Lot consolidations
involving two or more lots, and including the below circumstances:
(i) The property has previously been platted;
(ii) There is no public right-of-way dedication or new public improvements required;
(iii) There are no required public improvements required or that required public
improvements have been financially secured in accordance with applicable provisions of
LMC 15.18;
(iii)(iv) The adjustment or consolidation will create only de minimis negative impacts on existing
facilities, adjacent properties, or local public service providers; and
(iv)(v) There will be no modifications to the design standards in chapter 15.16, Subdivision or
15.18 Improvements (Ord. 1671 § 5, 2014; Ord. 1596 § 22-23, 2011).”; and
Section 18. That LMC 15.06.060.S be is amended to read as follows: “a. 1. Administrative
Replats. Administrative replats involve only minor changes to lot line configurations on recorded
plats as determined by the department. Upon receipt of the application, the department shall notify
the applicant in writing within ten calendar days if the request shall be processed as an
administrative replat or a major replat as set forth in subsection 15.06.060.S.b. No preliminary plat
shall be required for administrative replats. The procedure for such replats shall follow the
procedures set forth for minor subdivisions minor land divisions in subsection 15.06.060.Q (Ord.
1596 § 26, 2011).
b.2. Major Replats. Major replats involve any changes, erasures, modifications, or revisions to any
recorded plat of a subdivision as determined by the department. Upon receipt of the application,
the department shall notify the applicant within ten calendar days if the request shall be processed
as an administrative replat as set forth above or a major replat. Major replats shall follow the same
procedures set forth for major subdivisions in subsection 15.06.060.P.
Section 19. That LMC 15.08.040.C.2.f.(iii) is deleted in its entirety and the remainder of the
subsection be renumbered accordingly; and
Original Ordinance No. 1978
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Section 20. That LMC 15.08.040.C.2.i is created to read as follows: “Deviations from PUD
Overlay Requirements. No PUD may request a Variance from the standards of 15.08.040.C from
the Board of Adjustment. Any deviations from the PUD standards of 15.08.040.C shall be
specifically requested by the applicant and the applicant shall demonstrate why the standard is
necessary and equivalent to the prescribed standard of this Chapter and/or Laramie Municipal
Code. All deviations shall be specifically approved by Council as part of the Rezoning
Ordinance. No deviations from subsections 15.08.040.C.2.e and f, Permitted Uses and
Commercial and Office Uses shall be permitted.”; and
Section 21. That LMC 15.10.030.D.1.f is amended to read as follows “There may shall be only
incidental sale of stocks, supplies, or products.”; and
Section 22. That LMC 15.10.040.B is amended to read as follows: “Temporary Uses and
Structures Allowed. The following temporary uses are allowed provided they comply with the
general standards of subsection 15.10.030.E below. Temporary uses are categorized as major or
minor subject to the procedures set forth in subsection 15.08.030.B, below. Temporary uses shall
not be established for a period exceeding three (3) months in any given calendar year, however, a
three (3) months extension may be granted upon application and approval by the Department.
Minor Temporary Uses shall be considered as a permitted accessory use subject to the limitations
of subsection 15.10.030.E 15.10.040.E. Temporary Uses may be approved on property of
which a principal use has not been established provided said Temporary Use is approved by
the City Manager or his/her designee and complies with the provisions of subsection
15.10.040.E Questions about the definition of an event as a special event may be determined by
the department in the same manner as provided for in subsection 15.10.000.C, Classification of
New and Unlisted Uses. (Ord. 1671 § 2, 2014).”; and
Section 23. That LMC 15.14.100.D.5 is amended to read as follows:
“A higher level of design detail shall be required for highly visible walls and fences along
collectors, minor and major arterial roads and interstates, including but not limited to, elements
such as the incorporation of mosaic designs, relief panels, or similar public art. In order to achieve
this end, the following provisions shall apply to new construction on properties abutting major or
minor arterial streets and Interstate highways:
a. All site plans for new construction shall include elevations and details for fencing visible
from Collector, major or minor arterial or Interstate rights-of-way, with detail
specifications for color, texture, articulation, and artistic or graphic design elements.
Review of site plans shall address architectural and graphic compatibility with the
remainder of the project and with surrounding natural and built landscape (Ord. 1671 § 21,
2014).
b. All proposed preliminary subdivision plats for property abutting collector, major or
minor arterial or interstate rights-of-way shall include a required common fencing plan,
applicable to proposed lots abutting said rights-of-way. The common fencing plan shall
include elements specified in subsection (a), and shall be reviewed according to the
compatibility criteria as specified therein.
c. Use of chain link, barbed wire or vinyl fencing shall be prohibited for fencing visible
from collector, major or minor arterial or interstate rights-of-way.”;
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Section 24. That LMC 15.14.120.C.3.A is amended to read as follows “Abandoned signs that are
not removed within the specified 180-day inactivity period, per Sec. 15.14.010.H.4 15.14.120.H.4
of this Title”; and
Section 25. That LMC 15.14.060.E.4.b.(i) . is amended to read as follows: “Direct driveway
access (ingress or egress) from any single-family residential lots to any Collector Street, arterial
street or highway shall be prohibited on any lot preliminarily platted after the effective date of this
code.”; and
Section 26. That LMC 15.14.070.B.8.a is amended to read as follows: “Applicability. The city
council declares that development of an area smaller than five acres for public park purposes
impractical. If a development would require, by virtue of subsection 15.14.070.B.3 above, less
than five acres to be dedicated as park land, the developer shall be required to pay cash in-lieu of
land in an amount determined as set out in this section unless the city council determines the
land area to be dedicated has a positive impact to the park system.” and
In instances where an area of greater than five acres is required to be dedicated dedication is
proposed or required, the city council shall have the right to refuse dedication of land, and
instead, require payment of cash in-lieu of land as provided in this section if it determines that such
dedication will not have a positive impact upon the park system, will not provide the necessary
opportunities for the public, is unsuitable for public use, or other such reason determined by the
city council.”; and
Section 27. That LMC 15.16.020.B is amended to read as follows “Before a preliminary plat for
a subdivision shall be approved, the owner or his or her authorized agency shall apply for and
secure approval pursuant to section 15.06.060 Subdivisions, Major; Subdivisions, Minor Minor
Land Division; or Other Land Adjustments and Lot Consolidations.”; and
Section 28. That LMC 15.16.030.B is amended to read as follows “15.16.030.B. Minor
Subdivision (Subdivision, Minor) Minor Land Division. A minor subdivision Minor Land
Division is a subdivision that creates two lots, tracts, or parcels. The procedure for creating a
minor subdivision is located in section 15.06.060.P Subdivisions, Minor Minor Land Division.”;
and
Section 29.
That LMC 15.16.040.J is amended to read as follows: “Communication and
Power Lines to be Underground. All telecommunication, television, and electrical power lines
shall be placed underground, in streets, alleys or easements in a manner approved by the city
engineer. Franchise Utilities and Electrical Transmission Lines.
Concurrent with final platting, all new and existing IT (telecommunications, cable TV, fiber,
and similar) and electrical utilities within the final plat area and within rights-of-way
adjacent to the final plat shall be undergrounded in streets, alleys and easements in a manner
approved by the City with the following exceptions:
a. Existing pole-mounted three-phase primary (greater than 600 volt) electrical
distribution lines, any existing IT attached or adjacent to these poles, and any
secondary (less than 600 volt) electrical lines attached to these poles; and
b. Electrical transmission lines (WAPA and similar) that transmit electrical power
Original Ordinance No. 1978
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from generation to substations (Prior code § 35-3 (u)).”; and
Section 30. That LMC 15.16.040.K is created to read as follows: “Alleys. Alleys shall be at
least 24 feet in width, unless additional width is required for utility installation; dedicated to the
city as rights-of-way and improved in accordance with the improvement standards of LMC
15.18.010.A.15. Alleys are not required, unless proposed to provide rear-yard access to properties,
or access to maintain city utilities.”; and
Section 31.
That LMC 15.18.010.A.3 is amended to read as follows: “Roads Adjoining
Development Boundary . Planned or existing roads adjoining a property on which a minor land
division minor or major subdivision, or a development which requires site plan review, that are
not improved to the city’s engineering and public works design standards, and at a minimum shall
include the following:
a. Full pavement width;
b. Curb, gutter and sidewalk on the side of the road adjoining the minor land division
minor subdivision, major subdivision, or development;
c. Curb and gutter on the opposite side of the road from the minor land division minor
subdivision, major subdivision or development;
d. Stormwater conveyance infrastructure necessary for proper drainage;
e. Hydrants, if required by city standards;
f. Street signs, if required by city standards; and
g. Street lights, if required by city standards.”; and
Section 32.
That LMC 15.18.010.A.4 is amended to read as follows: “Access Roads not
Adjoining Development Boundary. Roads providing access to a minor land division minor
subdivision, major subdivision or development shall be paved. The pavement shall be a minimum
of 28 feet in width. The final decision maker may grant an exemption from this requirement if it
is determined by the final decision maker that paving of a road cannot meet engineering standards
enforced by the city or that paving of the road will result in detrimental impacts to adjacent
properties or city infrastructure.”; and
Section 33.
That LMC 15.18.010.A.5 is amended to read as follows: “Improvement of
Internal Roads. All roads proposed within a minor land division minor or major subdivision shall
be constructed to the City’s engineering and public works design standard.”; and

Section 34.
That LMC 15.18.010.A.15 is amended to read as follows: “Alleys. Alleys shall
be at least 30 feet in width, paved and dedicated to the city as rights-of-way. Alleys are not
required, unless proposed to provide rear-yard access to properties, or access to maintain city
utilizes. All newly platted or dedicated alleys shall be at least 24 feet in width, unless
additional width is required for utility installation; paved and dedicated to the city as rightsof-way. For all existing alleys, paving of the full length of the alley is required for any project
requiring full compliance with the Development Standards of this title pursuant to LMC
15.14.010.B, and uses the alley for any level of ingress or egress to the site. Alleys are not
required, unless proposed to provide rear-yard access to properties, or access to maintain
city utilities. If a developer is required to pave an alley, all standards within LMC
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§15.18.100.D [Reimbursement by Others] shall apply. Eligibility for alley reimbursement
under LMC § 15.18.010.A shall only apply to alleys and benefiting development will only be
required to reimburse for alley improvements if the development triggers full alley paving
under this section, LMC § 15.18.010.A.”; and
Section 35.
That LMC 15.18.020.A is amended to read as follows: “Completion of
Improvements. Before a final plat for an entire or a portion of a minor land division minor or
major subdivision is approved by the city, or before a final Certificate of Occupancy is issued for
a new development project entailing site plan review and approval, all public and private
improvements required by this code, conditions of approval, and other applicable standards shall
be completed by the developer and approved by the city. The developer also shall construct all
temporary improvements required as a condition of approval of the applicable plat or site planreviewed development project and shall maintain all such temporary improvements throughout the
period specified in such approval. Any dedication of public improvements or land to the City shall
be free and clear of all liens and encumbrances. “Build and Dedicate” Option.”; and
Section 36.
That LMC 15.18.110.A.2 is amended to read as follows: “If a development
agreement is associated with minor land division minor or major subdivision, it shall be reviewed
and considered by the Planning Commission prior to or concurrently with the final plat; and
reviewed and acted upon by the City Council prior to or concurrently with the final plat.”; and
Section 37.
That LMC 15.18.110.B.2 is amended to read as follows: “If a delayed
improvement agreement is associated with minor land division minor or major subdivision, it
shall be reviewed and considered by the Planning Commission prior to or concurrently with the
final plat; and reviewed and acted upon by the City Council prior to or concurrently with the final
plat.”; and
Section 38.
That LMC 15.18.110.B.4.(iii) is amended to read as follows: “Does the
improvement result in detrimental impacts to adjacent properties and whether or not construction
of such improvement requires other improvements outside the nexus or proportionality of the
minor land division minor subdivision, major subdivision or development.”; and
Section 39. That LMC 15.18.030.A.1 is amended to read as follows: “Security and Deferred
Improvement Agreement Form Required Before Permits Issued . Except as otherwise specifically
provided under the “Build and Dedicate” Option (15.18.020.B15.18.020.A), no city permits,
including building permits, shall be issued for a project unless and until the applicable Security
and Deferred Improvement Agreement has been properly executed and filed with the City.”; and
Section 40. That LMC 15.18.030.A.2 is amended to read as follows: “Financial Security
Required Before Issuance of Any Certificate of Occupancy. Except as otherwise specifically
provided under the “Build and Dedicate” Option (15.18.020.B15.18.020.A), no Certificate of
Occupancy (whether temporary or final) shall be issued unless and until all applicable financial
security is received and accepted by the City.”; and
Section 41. That LMC 15.18.010.B is amended to read as follows: “Water, Wastewater and
Stormwater Main Extensions
Original Ordinance No. 1978
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1. Private Installation The developer shall install the mains to and within the development by
private contract, subject to approval of the plans and specifications by the City, and City inspection
of actual construction; provided, that the City may elect to install the mains, in which case the
developer shall deposit with the City the estimated cost of installing the mains, plus engineering
and administrative costs, and the City may then proceed to make the installation by contract with
a private contractor according to standard City policies and procedures. In the event that the
original deposit is insufficient, the developer shall upon notification, immediately deposit the
balance required with the City to complete the work. (Prior code § 39-53).
2. Installation Cost Developer’s Responsibility--Full Extensions
All water, wastewater and wastewater stormwater mains required to serve a development,
including cross-connecting mains, shall be installed at the cost of the developer. The developer
shall install mains to the farthest points of the subdivision or to the appropriate terminus within the
development as determined by the department.
3. Connecting Loops and Crossties
Connecting loops and crossties within a development shall be constructed by the developer as
determined necessary by the department. If the connecting loop is such that property outside the
subdivision abuts such loop or ties, and connections are made to such line, the reimbursement
provisions of subsections 15.18.100.D shall apply. Before any abutting property connects to such
mains constructed at the expense of the water utility, the charge based on the front footage of the
property to be served shall be collected by the City.
4. Water Pumping Stations
When, in the discretion of the City, additional water pumping stations are required to serve new
platted subdivisions or development, the decision making entity, as a condition to acceptance of a
final plat or approval of a development, may require the installation of the stations and require the
developer to execute such instruments as may be necessary to convey title to the stations to the
City upon completion. The installation and cost of the stations shall be the responsibility of the
developer. The City shall supervise the construction and determine all matters with respect to the
installation of the stations including, but not limited to, capacity, type, design and location, as in
his discretion would meet minimum requirements for fire and domestic demand. The City may
require oversize stations to serve demand or areas larger than that proposed by the developer;
however, in such cases the City shall pay the cost of the oversize, which cost shall thereafter be
collected from other developers using the stations. Upon completion the City shall assume
responsibility for operation and maintenance of stations installed pursuant to this section (Ord.
1671 § 21, 2014).”; and
Section 42. That LMC 15.14.090.E.1 is amended to read as follows: “Central Gathering Space.
1. Commercial development shall incorporate on-site indoor or outdoor gathering spaces or
community amenities as visible, accessible, focal points as follows:
a. Lots with lot areas greater than 25,000 square feet and less than 50,000 square feet shall provide
at least one central gathering place or community amenity; and
b. Lots with lot areas greater than 50,000 square feet shall provide an additional central gathering
place or community amenity for each 25,000 square feet or fraction thereof of lot area over 50,000
square feet. No more than four central gathering places shall be required
a. Lots with lot areas greater than 50,000 square feet shall provide at least one central
gathering place or community amenity (Ord. 1596 § 49, 2011).”; and
Original Ordinance No. 1978
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Section 43. That LMC 15.18.080.B.4 is amended to read as follows: “The following forms of
security, and no others, shall be acceptable to the city of issuance of a TCO: Cash; cashier’s or
certified check; Letter of Credit; or bond. 5. The City at its discretion may extend or renew the
expiration date for any Temporary Certificate of Occupancy; provided, however, that no
Temporary Certificate of Occupancy, whether original, new, extended or renewed, shall not
exceed one (1) calendar year from the date the initial Temporary Certificate of Occupancy is issued
by the city No extension of the maximum one-year TCO period shall be granted. This one-year
maximum is hereby declared not eligible for a Variance under provisions of this Title.”; and
Section 44. That LMC 15.18.080.B.5 is amended to read as follows: “For any project with a
Temporary Certificate of Occupancy with an original issuance date two hundred and seventy (270)
calendar days prior, the department shall issue a “Nine-Month Notice” on the next working day
following the 270-day date, stating that: (a) the project has approximately three (3) months to
complete all work, schedule and pass all inspections, and achieve all necessary city acceptances;
(b) no [further] extensions of existing Temporary Certificates of Occupancy shall be available nor
shall any granted by the city; and (c) failure to complete work, pass inspection, and gain acceptance
by the one-year anniversary of original TCO issuance shall be deemed prima facie grounds for the
city to call the security and complete remaining work with the security funds. Failure by the city
to provide the “Nine-Month Notice” shall not constitute grounds for waiving or extending the oneyear deadline, nor shall it constitute grounds for delaying or waiving the process of calling the
security and completing work under this Chapter. (Ord. 1671 § 15 and 21, 2014).The City, at its
discretion, may extend or renew the expiration date for any Temporary Certificate of
Occupancy; provided, however, that no Temporary Certificate of Occupancy, whether
original, new, extended or renewed, shall not exceed one (1) calendar year from the date the
initial Temporary Certificate of Occupancy is issued by the city. No extension of the
maximum one-year Temporary Certificate of Occupancy period shall be granted. This oneyear maximum is hereby declared not eligible for a Variance under provisions of this Title.”;
and
Section 45. That LMC 15.18.080.B.6 is created to read as follows: “For any project with a
Temporary Certificate of Occupancy with an original issuance date two hundred and seventy (270)
calendar days prior, the department shall issue a “Nine-Month Notice” on the next working day
following the 270-day date, stating that: (a) the project has approximately three (3) months to
complete all work, schedule and pass all inspections, and achieve all necessary city acceptances;
(b) no [further] extensions of existing Temporary Certificates of Occupancy shall be available nor
shall any granted by the city; and (c) failure to complete work, pass inspection, and gain acceptance
by the one-year anniversary of original TCO issuance shall be deemed prima facie grounds for the
city to call the security and complete remaining work with the security funds. Failure by the city
to provide the “Nine-Month Notice” shall not constitute grounds for waiving or extending the oneyear deadline, nor shall it constitute grounds for delaying or waiving the process of calling the
security and completing work under this Chapter. (Ord. 1671 § 15 and 21, 2014).”; and
Section 46.

That LMC Table 15.14.050-2 to is amended to read as shown in Attachment A;
Original Ordinance No. 1978
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Section 47. That LMC 15.26.030.B is amended to read as follows: “Civil Penalties
In addition to other remedies provided in section 15.18.030 15.26.030 or other sections of this
Title, any person, firm or corporation, either as owner, lessee, occupant or otherwise, who violates
any of the provisions of this division, or any amendment thereof, or who interferes in any manner
with any person in the performance of a right or duty granted or imposed upon him by the
provisions of this division, upon conviction thereof, shall be fined not more than $750.00. Each
day during which such violation shall continue shall be deemed to be a separate offense. (Ord. 194
§ 11.l, 1964).”; and
Section 48. That LMC 15.28.030.A.115. is amended to read as follows: “Development Pad
"Development pad" means the portion of a lot subject to site disruption from construction activities
including construction of principal and accessory buildings, driveways, walkways, loading areas
and storage yards; or a development area internal to a development site platted as a lot for
development of townhomes townhouses, condominiums or commercial buildings. (Ord. 1322 § 2
(part), 2000).”; and
Section 49. That LMC 15.28.030.A.261 is amended to read as follows: Outdoor Storage
"Outdoor storage" means the storage of materials or inventory naturally and normally incidental
to the primary use of a property limited to the primary user of the property and located on the same
lot with the primary use. Outdoor storage is not an outdoor display. All outdoor storage shall be
approved in accordance with subsection 15.10.02.0.D.3. 15.10.060.D.3”; and
That LMC 15.28.030.A.7 is created and inserted after LMC 15.28.030.A.6 to
Section 50.
read as follows “7.
Administrative and Professional Office. See “Office”” and the remainder of
the subsection be renumbered accordingly; and
Section 51.
That LMC 15.28.030.A.16 is deleted in its entirety and the remainder of the
subsection be renumbered accordingly; and
That LMC 15.28.030.A.17 is deleted in its entirety and the remainder of the
Section 52.
subsection be renumbered accordingly; and
That LMC 15.28.030.A.22 is deleted in its entirety and the remainder of the
Section 53.
subsection be renumbered accordingly; and
That LMC 15.28.030.A.24 is deleted in its entirety and the remainder of the
Section 54.
subsection be renumbered accordingly; and
That LMC 15.28.030.A.28 is deleted in its entirety and the remainder of the
Section 55.
subsection be renumbered accordingly; and
Section 56.
That LMC 15.28.030.A.31 is deleted in its entirety and the remainder of the
subsection be renumbered accordingly;
Section 57.
That LMC 15.28.030.A.235 is created and inserted after LMC 15.28.030.A.234
to read as follows “Minor Land Division. “Minor Land Division” means a division of land that
Original Ordinance No. 1978
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creates two lots, tracts or parcels.”
accordingly; and

and the remainder of the subsection be renumbered

Section 58.
That LMC 15.28.030.A.342 is deleted in its entirety and the remainder of the
subsection be renumbered accordingly; and
Section 59..
publication.

That this ordinance shall become effective after its passage, approval and its

Passed and approved this _____ day of ____________________, 2018.

___________________________________
Andi Summerville, Mayor and President of the
City Council
Attest:___________________________
Angie Johnson
City Clerk
First Reading: January 16, 2018
Public Hearing: February 6, 2018
Second Reading: February 13, 2018
Third Reading and Final Action: February 20, 2018
Duly published in the Laramie Boomerang this ________day of ________________, 2018.
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TABLE 15.14.050-2: APPLICABILITY OF SITE PERIMETER LANDSCAPING
District of
Proposed
Development

Required Level of Site Perimeter Landscaping (Level 1, 2 or 3)
Adjacent to the Following Zoning Districts or Streets:
I2

Freeway

L4

LM, IP,
I1, AV
AE
L2

L4

Collector,
Arterial,
Expressway
L2

Property not
within City
limits
L1

L4

L2

L2

L3

L4

L4

L2

L1

L1

L1

L1

L3

L4

L3

L2

L1

L2

L2

L1

L1

L2

L3

L2

L2

L1

L3

L3

L2

L2

L1

L2

L3

L2

L2

L1

LM, IP, I1, AE

L3

L3

L3

L2

L2

L1

L1

L2

L2

L1

AV

N/A*

N/A*

N/A*

N/A*

N/A*

N/A*

N/A*

N/A*

N/A*

N/A*

I2

L4

L4

L4

L3

L3

L2

L1

L2

L2

L1

Non-residential
use in R zone

L3

L2

L1

L1

L1

L2

L3

L2

L2

L1

AG,
RR, O

LR, R1,
R2, R2M

R3

NB, B1,
B2

DC,
C2

AG, RR, O

N/A

L1

L1

L3

LR, R1, R2, R2M

L1

L1

L1

R3

L3

L2

NB, B1, B2

L3

DC, C2

*Refer to Exceptions section 15.08.050.A.5.h.1.d
Ord. 1727 § 1, 2017; Ord. 1719 § 1, 2016

Attachment A

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Roger Strube
Charles Bloom
"Josh Boudreau"
TA-17-03
Monday, December 11, 2017 12:18:15 PM

Charles,
The Laramie Chamber Business Alliance (LCBA), Community Development Liaison Committee (CDLC)
members have had an opportunity to review the various amendments to Title 15, Unified
Development Code (UDC) TA-17-03 and agree with the spirit of the changes in general, but
particularly Section 14 referring to the extension of the period for Preliminary Plats, Section 29
referring to buried power and other franchise utilities, and Sections 30 and 34 referring to alleys and
support them moving forward as presented. It should be stated that the CDLC considers the UDC a
living document and we will continue to work with the City on an ongoing basis to advance changes
to the Code including re-visiting changes already made, and for future changes to all areas of the
code we believe are important for the improvement of the economic development of Laramie.
You may present this email to the Commission at today’s meeting.
Regards,
Roger Strube, PE
Chair, CDLC
ALL CITY OF LARAMIE ELECTRONIC CORRESPONDENCE AND ATTACHMENTS MAY BE TREATED AS PUBLIC RECORDS
AND SUBJECT TO PUBLIC DISCLOSURE

City of Laramie
Planning Division
P.O. Box C
Laramie, WY 82073

Telephone: (307) 721-5207
Fax: (307) 721-5248

LARAMIE PLANNING COMMISSION
JANUARY 8, 2018
STAFF REPORT
FILE:

TA-17-03 Various Amendments to Title 15, Unified Development
Code

REQUEST:

Amendments to Title 15 of Laramie Municipal Code, Unified
Development Code

APPLICANT:

City of Laramie

PURPOSE:

To amend franchise utility installation standards, public improvement
requirements, preliminary plat expiration, landscaping requirements, lot
consolidation criteria, alley development requirements, central gathering
area requirements, and fence standards; and correcting typographical
errors and incorrect cross references

PREPARED BY:

Charles W. Bloom, AICP, Principal Planner

RECOMMENDED MOTION:
Move to recommend that the City Council approve amendments to Title 15 (Unified Development
Code) of the Laramie Municipal Code, based on findings of fact and conclusions of law, as
recommended by staff.
APPLICABLE CODE SECTION(S):
Text Amendments must be reviewed by the Planning Commission and City Council. Planning
Commission action is forwarded to the City Council as a recommendation.
•
•
•
•

Laramie Municipal Code Title 15, Unified Development Code
Wyoming State Statutes Title 15 Cities and Towns, Article 5 Planning
Wyoming State Statutes Title 15 Cities and Towns, Article 6 Zoning
Laramie Comprehensive Plan

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY:
The present amendment is initiated by the City of Laramie as part of the continual effort to keep the
Unified Development Code (UDC) accurate, correct concerns, and remove potential avenues of
confusion. The proposed amendments target a variety of sections of Title 15. This is not the first,
nor will it be the last in housekeeping amendments. Included in this amendment package are
additional amendments that have been considered minor items that staff has deemed problematic in
working with the code and propose changing to make the code more user friendly and alleviate
confusion.
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Copies of all prior ordinances amending LMC Title 15 (Unified Development Code) are available
online at www.cityoflaramie.org/ordinances.
Summary of Changes
(Note: Section references below refer to the section numbers in the attached ordinance.)
Sections 1,4, 6,11, 13, 15, 16, 18, 27, 28, 31, 32, 33, 35, 36, 37, 38 and 57 change the name of the
process “Subdivision, Minor” to “Minor Land Division.” This is the administrative process reserved for
dividing previously platted lots. The County Clerk requested the word “subdivision” be eliminated to
clarify that these land divisions do not require the Mayor’s signatures and Council approval. State
Statutes require subdivisions be approved by the City Council. Staff has been referring to these
applications as Minor Land Divisions to alleviate potential confusion for several years and believes
renaming it is appropriate.
Sections 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 9 and 10 are carryovers from the prior set of code amendments in February of
2017. The February amendments removed references to are all related to the dissolution of the
Community Development Department and Director position. The amendments proposed a global
change replacing “Department” with “City Manager’s Office” and “Director” with “City Manager or his or
her designee” and re-aligned the Review Authorities Table in Chapter (15.04) and the related
definitions in Chapter 15.28 to reflect the change. In reviewing the change, it determined that several
more changes were necessary as they weren’t covered by the prior amendment.
Sections 12, 19 and 20 amend Planned Unit (PUD) Overlay District standards. Section 20 modifies
the section to allow for variances to be requested in conjunction with the PUD zoning process and
granted by the City Council, upon review and recommendation by the Planning Commission, as part
of the approval. Section 12 clarifies that deviations from PUD requirements are approved by the City
Council and not the Board of Adjustment. Section 19 deletes a requirement that commercial
components in a Planned Unit Development (PUD) be constructed only after 100 dwelling suits within
the PUD are built. Staff has determined that this restriction is unnecessary and should not apply to all
PUD Developments. Commercial phasing can be adequately addressed in the Preliminary PUD.
Section 14 is a targeted change requested by the Laramie Chamber Business Alliance’s (LCBA)
Community Development Liaison Committee (CDLC). This extends the laps period for Preliminary
Plats. Presently Preliminary Plats remain active if a Final Plat is approved within three years of
Preliminary Plat or Final Plat approval. The proposed change allows Preliminary Plats to remain
active for up to five years between plat approvals. Note, the time limit requires approval within the
allotted time period – not filing of the application. The review process for a plat is at least four months
assuming no problems are identified during the review.
Section 17 is a targeted change proposed by staff to make the Lot Consolidation process more userfriendly and less complicated. Code presently limits Lot Consolidations to no more than two lots.
Frequently landowners have requested more than two lots be consolidated which results in tandem
sequential application needing to be filed. For example, recently the Westfield Village Storage
Developer submitted two applications to consolidate the three lots proposed for their proposed storage
complex. One application combined two original lots and the second one combined the newly
consolidated lot with the original platted lot adjacent. Allowing multiple lots to be consolidated
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streamlines the process for everybody - developer, surveyor, County offices (Assessor and GIS) and
City staff (Planning, Engineering, Code Administration and GIS). The addition of subsection (iii) allows
for consolidations to occur on lots where public improvements (street, curb, gutter, sidewalk, utilities)
provided the improvements are financially secured in accordance with the standards of Chapter LMC
15.18.
Section 21 clarifies that home occupations “shall” only be permitted incidental sales instead of “may.”
“May” is not a word that should ever be used in a regulatory aspect as it means “optional.”
Section 22 allows for temporary uses that are on undeveloped properties with Administrative approval.
As presently drafted, temporary uses are only permitted as accessory uses on a property with an
existing use. This means a temporary use cannot be established on vacant land for any period of time.
Section 23 addresses an error in original code where “Collector streets” should have been included to
require higher level of fence designs. Not having “Collector” in subsection a. conflicts with the above
subsection which references “Collector” Streets.
Sections 24, 39, 40, 47, 48, 49 correct incorrect cross references.
Section 25 clarifies a City policy that prohibits single-family residential lots from having direct driveway
access to Collector Streets. This has been a requirement of all recent plats which have restricted
access to Collector Streets.
Section 26 codifies City policy that allows the City to accept open space and parkland dedications for
areas less than five acres in size. The City Council is required to determine that the dedication area
has a positive impact to the park system.
Section 29 revisits the powerline discussion that was discussed in early 2017. Staff has discussed the
proposed language with input from Rocky Mountain Power and LCBA’s CDLC who support the
proposed amendment. The proposed amendment would require that existing pole mounted electrical
lines exceeding 600 volts, and other utilities attached to those poles, be allowed to remain in
conjunction with a subdivision. Lines less than 600 volts, typically called wo phase and having two
wires or less, would require undergrounding. To put this in perspective, recent power lines associated
with the Stagecoach Subdivision would be allowed to remain above ground. Staff notes that Western
Area Power Administration (WAPA) transmission lines and similar lines are not franchise utilities and
are exempt from these provisions.
Sections 30 and 34 address alleys. Section 30 creates a cross reference to Chapter 15.18,
Improvement Standards, in the subdivision chapter. Section 34 amends alley paving requirements
and provides clarification as the when existing alleys are required to be paved. Alleys are required to
be paved for redevelopment that requires full Site Plan Review and proposes access to the alley. For
example, if a new business or a four-unit (or greater) apartment is constructed adjacent to a gravel
alley and proposes any ingress or egress to the site, the alley is required to be paved.
Section 41 updates City requirements for utility extensions. Presently City Code requires that
developers extend water and sewer lines to the farthest points of the subdivision or to the appropriate
terminus within the development as determined by the department. This amendment adds “stormwater

 Page 3

January 8, 2018

TA-17-02 Amending Title 15, Unified Development Code

mains” which are also City infrastructure which are required to be developed by the developer. All
improvements in this section are eligible for reimbursement by future benefitting parties pursuant to the
reimbursement requirements of LMC 15.18.100.
Section 42 reduces the required on-site indoor or outdoor gathering spaces or community amenities
required on a development.
This requirement has been streamlined to only require one central
gathering space for lots greater than 50,000 sq. ft. Presently, one is required for lots greater than
25,000 sq. ft., two for lots greater than 50,000 sq. ft., and one additional (up to four) for every 25,000
sq. ft. over 50,000 sq. ft.
Section 43 is proposed to allow delayed improvements to be financially secured with a bank-issued
letter of credit. Enrolled Ordinance No. 1671 modified financial security requirements to remove the
letter of credit ability. Since modification it has been problematic for local developers to obtain bonds
as they are not readily available in Laramie. Letters of credit are more easily obtainable locally as they
can be issued by a local financial institution. Staff has researched re-allowing letters of credit and
determined they will be sufficient for financial security notable because they are backed by real funds
in a financial institution and can be pulled by the City fairly easily.
Sections 44 and 45 correct a typographical error where subsection 5 should have been on another
line. Section 44 takes the verbiage from the tail end of Section 43 (prior code LMC 15.18.080.B.4) and
moves it to a new subsection 15.18.080.B.5 below. Section 45 takes the verbiage from the beginning
of Section 43 (prior code LMC 15.18.080.B.5) and moves it to its rightful place below - a new subsection
15.18.080.B.6.
Section 46 adds an L1 bufferyard requirement to all properties when developed next to unincorporated
county land. An L1 bufferyard is typically a three-foot-wide bufferyard with limited vegetation.
Presently no bufferyard requirement exists since bufferyard are determined by City zone district or if
the property is adjacent to a major road.
Sections 50-56 and 58 delete unnecessary definitions that are presently classified in broad categories
such as Retail, and adds a redirect from Administrative and Professional Office to Office.
PUBLIC COMMENTS:
This amendment was legally advertised in the Laramie Boomerang on November 25, 2017. Two
entities have contacted staff supporting various amendments including the proposed changes to
powerline undergrounding and allowance of temporary uses on undeveloped lots.
FINDINGS OF FACT:
The amendment is found to be in accordance with substantive and procedural requirements and
necessities in City of Laramie code and best planning practice.
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW:
The amendment is proceeding in accordance with applicable law, including LMC Title 15.

 Page 4

January 8, 2018

TA-17-02 Amending Title 15, Unified Development Code

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Move to recommend that the City Council approve amendments to Title 15 (Unified Development
Code) of the Laramie Municipal Code as shown in the attached proposed Ordinance, based on
findings of fact and conclusions of law.
ATTACHMENTS:
1. Proposed Ordinance
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