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SECTION II: Organization History

Organizational History + Mission
Laramie Public Art Coalition's (LPAC) mission is to enhance the unique visual and cultural
vibrancy of the City of Laramie and Albany County, in a manner that encourages participation
from all of our citizens. LPAC provides the greater Laramie community with a structure and
inclusive processes to create successful public art projects that reflect the community's identities
and values.
LPAC was established after a reflective, community-based process in 2014 to create the
Laramie Public Art Plan. The need for an organization to shepherd forward the ideas and ideals
identified in the Plan was apparent. LPAC began work in 2015; a nimble and innovative
organization with a part-time employee and a dedicated community board. After several years of
fiscal sponsorship through the Wyoming Community Foundation, LPAC became an independent
501c3 non-profit in June 2019.
LPAC creates community-centered art experiences for Laramie and Albany County,
encouraging exploration and imagination.
● We host calls for artists, with artwork and artists chosen collaboratively through
community-informed selection.
● We encourage local artists’ professional development through free workshops, artist
opportunity lists, and paid opportunities in our community.
● We engage our community through free art experiences and events.
Art in public places emboldens collective creativity and pride of place. Public art not only
enhances our shared spaces, it provides an opportunity for community growth through
introspection and creative self-determination.
Organizational Structure
Laura McDermit, executive director (employment began in March 2020)
The current LPAC board, each serving terms of three years (unless City and County
appointment):
Katrina McGee, board chair
Margaret Brown, vice chair
Brandon Gellis, secretary
Kris Whitfield, treasurer
Susan Moldenhauer
Ali Grossman
Ann McCuthcan
Sylvia Parker
Brian Harrington (City Council appointment)
Sue Ibarra (City Council appointment)

SECTION III: Funding Request Justification

Partner funding from the City of Laramie and Albany County is essential for the operation of
LPAC and contributes to the organization's ability to retain an employee. This funding is also
used to leverage grants from the Wyoming Arts Council and the Wyoming Cultural Trust Fund.
Because of the rapidly increasing demand for the services of LPAC, an additional employee line
was added to the budget to contract help for project management.
While many arts organizations have been adversely impacted by COVID-19, LPAC has seen
our output increase. Since art in public places can contribute to creating shared joy, while being
safe to visit, it is an important part of bringing our community back to life. As we work in a new
reality during and post-pandemic, public art is essential to recovery.
With community partner funding from the City and Albany County, LPAC will continue to enrich
the community with public art through the lens of these four pillars of our strategic plan:
Audience
Our audience is both the community and local artists. We are creating bold goals for inclusivity
and diversity through a newly created diversity, equity, and inclusion cultural collaboration
team led by LPAC and Relative Theatrics. We will create more opportunities for local artists and
increase access to cultural infrastructure to the greater community.
Sustainability
We are committed to diversifying our funding and increasing capacity through partnership
building. We will grow our reach through project funding and community outreach.
Communication
We will be transparent in communicating about projects and listening to the needs of our
community. We will reflect the community’s voice in our projects.
Artistic Excellence
We will work to usher through projects that are dynamic and relevant to the community. We will
create opportunities for temporary and permanent artwork which enliven the spirit of the
community.
In five years, LPAC will be the most dynamic public art organization in the Mountain West.

Section IV: Financial Information
Current Balance Sheet

Section V: Fiscal Year Budget Info
LPAC operates on a July to June budget cycle.

Section VI: Interim Report for 2020/2021 Awardees Only

LPAC was awarded $6,056.00 for fiscal year 2020/2021. We have used all of those funds.
While the pandemic has created new challenges in how we can engage with the community, our
work has not slowed down. The funds from the Community Partner Grant allowed us to
continue, full steam ahead, on projects big and small -- impacting our community for years to
come.

Worked with the City of Laramie and Downtown Laramie on the third space project, Hollyhock
Commons. LPAC commissioned seven artists to create safety signage and aesthetic
enhancements to the parking lot.

Managed a community-informed mural project at the LaBonte Park Skatepark. Laramie artist
Conor Mullen developed a mural design for the skatepark full-pipe drawing inspiration from
community memories and stories of the park. LPAC also hosted a socially-distant celebration for
the mural in October.

Partnered with the University of Wyoming's printmaking program to facilitate a temporary mural
project on the Wyo Theater throughout the month of September. Fourteen student artists
participated in this project.

Partnered with Science Loves Art on a mural celebrating fermentation featuring the work of four
local artists.

Worked with local artist Jim Jareb to facilitate a screen printing project for the Westside
Brownfield Development celebration asking residents to think about their neighborhood wish.

Created a community engagement activity, “Community Free Wall,” which allowed community
members to paint a front yard mural and display throughout the summer and fall. We handed
out 150 free art kits at parks and farmers’ markets.

Organized the selection process for the Snowy Range Rotating Sculpture Program. Two artists
were selected to install their works in spring 2021. LPAC will continue to work with the artists on
the installation as well as community outreach over the course of the next three years.

Released a Request for Qualifications for the Albany County Courthouse. LPAC will facilitate
this project as well as a temporary artwork call featuring the work of local artists.

