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Cathedral Home for the holidays
Written by Cassidy Biggs, Marketing Director for Cathedral Home for Children

Assistant City Manager Todd Feezer and Economic and Community Initiatives Administrator Sarah Reese
recently toured the Cathedral Home for Children and were inspired by the quality, care, and especially the
compassion exemplified by every employee, volunteer and resident they met. So, they invited Marketing
Director Cassidy Biggs to provide the community with a glimpse of what the holidays are like at the
Cathedral Home.
For some children, the holidays are a joyful time filled with Christmas
lights, togetherness and attention to traditions that help build
longtime childhood memories. However, for those children who have
spent a majority of their childhood immersed in trauma, traditions
are clouded by the struggles they had to face and their memories are
often full of pain and sadness. The holiday season can be an emotional
reminder of what they long for; a family that lives day in and day
out knowing when their next meal is coming, an environment free
of abuse and neglect, and a day where they don’t have to question
whether their family cares more for them or for the addiction that has taken over their lives. A warm
meal and a roof to sleep under is what hope looks like for them, and we know they deserve more.

At Cathedral Home for Children, we realize the impact that a positive and trusting relationship can have
on a child’s path to a brighter future. Without this opportunity, a sense of
hope is hard to find and to the youth of our program, the simplest gesture
can help guide them through. For every ride to church or job application
completed, we want them to feel supported. For every talent they have
but weren’t been able to fully express, we want them to feel pride in their
accomplishments. And for every acceptance of a piece of their past that
prevented them from realizing their full potential, we want them to feel
celebrated.

As they learn to build trust in others and gain confidence in themselves, hope begins to take on a
different meaning. They can begin to find joy in the things that
bring them comfort this holiday season; whether it means visiting
family, enjoying a warm meal, seeing a present with their name on
it under the tree, or even spending a day in the cottage with staff
learning to prepare a special recipe for the dinner being served. It’s
a holiday full of hope and it’s what our young people deserve!

So, please join us in restoring hope, strengthening relationships and
building futures. To learn more about how you can make an impact,
visit cathedralhome.org

Looking Back, and . . .
Dreaming Forward
As 2019 and the end of a decade is drawing near, Community Initiatives Administrator
Sarah Reese reached out to some of the City of Laramie’s Community Partner awardees
and asked them to reflect on their highlights from 2019, as well as their dreams for 2020.
Interfaith Good Samaritan: Interfaith Good Samaritan Director Mike
Vercauteren’s highlight of 2019 was moving to Interfaith’s new headquarters at
712 Canby. Since its move in August 2019, Interfaith has served 100 new patrons.
Mike’s dream for 2020 is that Interfaith can serve even more people in need of
assistance.
Albany County Public Library: Newly appointed Albany County Public Library Director Rachel Cocker
noted the library had a record-breaking Summer Reading Program. Over
1,000 Albany County residents participated in organized reading challenges
and events. In 2020, the library team is looking forward to expanding
its weekend hours to include Sunday afternoons from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.,
beginning January 12th.
Climb Wyoming: Climb Wyoming’s Katie Hogarty and Martha Doyle reported that in 2019, 92% of
Laramie participants successfully completed the program, allowing these hard
working women to nearly doubled their incomes. Eighty-three percent of participants
who were on food stamps at the start of program have reduced their reliance on
this assistance, thus creating a huge impact in the Laramie community and a lifechanging effect on Climb families! In 2020, Katie and Martha look forward to two program sessions with
ten participants each. The next program is Medical Office Careers. As a new director in Laramie, Martha is
especially looking forward to meeting with employers and expanding our community partnerships.
Eppson Center for Seniors: Eppson Center for Seniors Executive Director Tammy Comer conveyed
how the organization served over 2,250 individuals in 2019, all while demonstrating its
mission of providing lifelong support for independent living. Along with the assistance of
volunteers, 18,000 home-delivered meals were provided to homebound clients, and center
diners socialized and benefitted from fellowship while consuming over 12,000 meals.
Nearly 13,000 rides were provided by the Eppson Center for medical, social, religious
and personal appointments and saw guests participate in over 27,000 hours of physical activities, games,
crafts and events while at the center. Whitney Health & Wellness Center provided over 4,300 hours of
homemaking services, helping folks to maintain their independence. In 2020, Tammy and the Eppson
Center team look forward to serving more clients and are planning to increase the number of activities
provided. She encourages everybody to stop in for a visit and see how the Eppson Center can help you put
the social back in your life!
Big Brothers Big Sisters: Steve Hamaker, CEO of the Greater Wyoming Big Brothers Big Sisters,
shared how his organization is, “proud to partner with the City as we work to improve the
quality of life for local families and children—we’re proud of that partnership too!” In 2019,
the organizations completed the renovation of the BBBS Mentoring Center, previously known
as Nellie Isles school. Through its partnership with the City of Laramie and Albany County,
BBBS made a strong case for funding from the Wyoming Business Council to purchase the
dilapidated building and transform it into a modern, beautiful facility for local youth and families. After
several years of renovations, construction was finally completed this fall and the building is now a bustling
environment, filled with local youth enjoying mentoring, tutoring, and safe learning activities during outof-school time.

Laramie Soup Kitchen: Executive Director Ted Cramer says, “we cannot thank the Laramie community
enough for their support of our work. A new record was set in 2019 with the number
of people helping prepare and serve meals to those who come to us hungry and lonely.
Three hours are donated for every hour we are open and two new people often come
to help each day. With food donations and financial support also on the rise, we look
forward to broadening our impact even more in 2020”!

C ommunity R ecipe F rom
T he L aramie S oup K itchen

From Laramie Fire Prevention Staff and NFPA

Winter holidays are a time for families and friends to get together. But that also means there's a greater
risk for fires. Following a few simple tips can help ensure a happy and fire-safe holiday season.
HOLIDAY DECORATING & ENTERTAINING:
• Choose flame resistant or flame retardant decorations.
• Keep lit candles away from decorations and other items that can burn. Keep children and pets away from
lit candles as well.
• Keep matches and lighters up high in a locked cabinet.
• Use clips, not nails, to hang lights so cords don’t get damaged.
• Keep decorations away from doors and windows.
• Stay in the kitchen when cooking on the stove top.
CHRISTMAS TREE SAFETY:
• Choose a tree with fresh, green needles that don’t fall off when touched.
• Cut 2” off the base of the trunk before placing tree in stand.
• Keep tree at least 3 feet away from heat sources, like fireplaces, radiators, candles, heat vents, or lights.
• Make sure the tree does not block any exits.
• Add water to the tree stand and keep it from getting dry by watering daily.
• Use lights displaying the label of a recognized testing laboratory. Some lights are for indoor or outdoor use,
not both.
• Replace any worn light strings, or those with damaged cords or loose bulb connections. Follow manufacturer’s
instructions on the maximum number of light strands to connect.
• Never use lit candles to decorate a tree.
• Always turn off Christmas tree lights before leaving home or going to bed.
• After the holidays, get rid of the tree when it is dry. Dried-out trees are a fire hazard and should not be left
in the home/garage or placed outside against the home.
• Remove outdoor electrical lights after the holidays to prevent hazards and help them last longer.
WOOD & PELLET STOVES:
With the colder, seasonal weather, wood and pellet stoves are more frequently used as a source of
home heating. However, you may not realize that while this may provide heat and comfort, it is one of
the leading causes of house fires during the winter months.
Listed below are some things to keep in mind to keep warm and safe throughout the colder season:
• Only burn DRY, seasoned wood in wood stoves. The same goes for pellet stoves, burn only dry, seasoned
wood pellets.
• Have your chimney and stove INSPECTED and cleaned every fall (just before heating season) by a certified
chimney sweep.
• Allow ashes to COOL before disposing of them. Place ashes in a metal container and keep the container
at least 10 feet away from the home and other buildings.
• Keep a CLOSE EYE on children whenever using a wood or pellet stove. Remind
them to stay at least 3 feet away from the stove.
• Stoves need SPACE. Keep anything that can burn at least 3 feet away from the
stove.
• INSTALL and maintain carbon monoxide alarms (CO) outside of each sleeping area
and on every level of the home. For the best protection, interconnect the CO alarms,
so when one sounds—they all sound.
• Install and maintain smoke alarms on EVERY level of your home, outside each
separate sleeping area and inside each bedroom. As with CO alarms, interconnect Help "Keep the
the smoke alarms and be sure to test them at least once every month.
Wreath Red"

Christmas Tree Pick Up and Recycling
Volunteers from the Laramie Knights of Pythias, Laramie High School Rodeo Club, Laramie
Rangers Baseball, Snowy Range FFA, Wyoming Technical Institute, and the Veterans of Foreign
Wars will provide a free tree pickup service for ONE DAY ONLY. Please have your Christmas tree
on the curb and ready for pickup by 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 11, 2020 to take advantage of
this free pickup and disposal service. If you’re interested in volunteering, please meet at LaBonte
Park at 9:00 a.m. on January 11th.
Residents can also take their natural Christmas trees to the Laramie Landfill for FREE. Please
remove all tinsel, lights, decorations, tree stands, and plastic bags from Christmas trees prior
to drop-off. All trees will be used to produce compost, saving valuable landfill space and producing a valuable soil
amendment. Artificial trees are not recyclable; however, the landfill will take them for disposal and normal rates will
apply.
The Laramie Landfill is located at 162 Roger Canyon Road and is open Monday thru Saturday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. The landfill is closed on Sundays, Christmas Day and New Year’s Day.

Wrapping Paper

This holiday season when selecting wrapping paper for your presents, you may want
to think about where it will go once the gift has been unwrapped. Not all wrapping
paper is recyclable . . . only simple paper is fine for the recycling cart. Any wrapping
paper that is metallic, shiny, plastic, textured or glitter covered cannot be recycled and
should be placed in the garbage bin, along with ribbons, bows, strings and tape. Some
suggestions for alternative decorative wrapping paper include using reusable gift bags,
the newspaper comics section, and children’s artwork on craft paper.
When unsure of whether an item is recyclable, it’s best to treat it as trash as placing
non-recyclable items into recycling carts will cause contamination. To easily check if
something is recyclable, use our “Laramie Waste & Recycling” app, or check online at:
www.cityoflaramie.org/solidwaste.

Holiday Wish List
Our furry friends at the Laramie Animal Shelter are like many of our residents in that they have special
needs during the holiday season. Animal Control Officers and Lt. Gwen Smith of the Laramie Police
Department shared that our shelter animals enjoy the following supplies:
• Pupperoni treats
• Rawhide retriever rolls
• Cat toys
• Canned Pedigree dog food
• Canned Friskies cat food (paté variety)
It’s important to note that rawhide “slabs” are not accepted as they present a choking
hazard to the residents. Officers also report that peanut butter is in plentiful supply and there is no need
for dog toys or dog treats (except “Pupperoni”) at this time.
The Laramie Animal Shelter is located at 1064 N 5th Street and is open Monday thru Friday from 1:00
to 5:30 p.m. They can be reached via phone at (307) 721-5385 or email at AnimalControlDivision@
cityoflaramie.org. Additional information can be found at https://www.CityofLaramie.org/
Animal-Control.

The Monolith Ranch
I

n 1981, the City of Laramie made a long-term commitment to secure a reliable future water supply
by purchasing the Monolith Ranch. The ranch was originally around 13,000 contiguous acres and
was comprised of several smaller ranches that had been put together by the Monolith Portland Cement
Company to provide quarry sites and raw materials needed for the manufacture of cement. However,
the company became insolvent in 1978 and offered to sell its ranch property to the City. The purchase
was not without controversy, as it took years to complete the process and the City was sued by citizens
groups opposed to the purchase. Ultimately the issue was put on a ballot and Laramie residents voted
resoundingly in favor of acquiring the ranch. The original purchase price was $3 million, and it was
appraised in 2015 at a value of $10.5 million.
Currently, the Monolith Ranch is approximately 11,100 acres in
size and is managed to maximize its valuable water rights. The
ranch includes a significant portion of the Dowlin Ditch, which is
the most senior water right on the Laramie River with an 1868
priority date. Wyoming, like most western states, follows the
prior appropriation doctrine which simply means "first in time,
first in right." Basically, the most senior water users are satisfied
ahead of junior users, and in times of shortages, juniors can be
regulated off in order to maintain adequate supplies to the senior
appropriators. By holding the most senior water right, all other
users on the Laramie River system may be regulated off to the
benefit of the Dowlin Ditch if necessary.

The City’s long-term plans are to transfer the agricultural Dowlin Ditch water rights to municipal
rights to satisfy future growth. The City has done two such transfers in the past, in 1945 and 1964. This
previously transferred water is what feeds the water treatment plant located several miles outside of
town near Harmony. Unfortunately, municipal transfers are not as easily accommodated by the State of
Wyoming these days as they were back then. As per the Wyoming State Constitution, all water located
within the borders of the state, both on the surface and underground, belong to the State. Therefore,
the City must adhere to requirements mandated by the Wyoming State Board of Control, which has
necessitated the development of and the continued implementation of a complex consumptive use
water management plan for the Monolith Ranch.

To ensure compliance of the consumptive use plan, City employees
perform all of the irrigation at activities at the ranch. The main
water diversions on the Dowlin Ditch are all equipped with
recording devices that keep a continuous and permanent record
of water usage that can be provided to the State. The Dowlin
irrigates 1,135 acres of flood irrigated grass hay and 265 acres
of alfalfa under a center pivot sprinkler that yields two cuttings
per year. In addition to this, there are over 1,250 acres irrigated
from various different sources that will not be part of the future
municipal transfer.

Presently, the municipal water rights transfer is considered to be at least 20 years out in the future,
and potentially much longer. Factors that will dictate when the transfer happens are city growth
rates, continued reliability of existing city wellfields, results of potential groundwater reconnaissance
projects, and the longevity of the current water treatment plant.

As the Monolith Ranch is a municipal water rights project,
ownership is held by the water enterprise fund. Therefore, in order
to offset the operational costs, the grazing rights are leased out to
Baer Livestock, which is based in Carpenter, Wyoming. While it is
a working cattle ranch, it is not operated as a for profit model with
the income generated from the grazing lease used to offset costs
that would otherwise be passed on to the rate payers served by
the City’s municipal water system.

The Monolith Ranch also provides public
benefit by having a public access area. This space, located roughly three miles
west of town, is approximately 350 acres in size and can easily be accessed
from Hwy 230. The public access area is managed by Wyoming Game & Fish
(WG&F) and provides one of the few places where the general public can directly
access the Laramie River. In addition, the entire ranch is enrolled as a Hunter
Management Area (HMA), which allows the public easy access to quality antelope
and deer hunting opportunities close to town. The WG&F also administers the
Monolith Ranch HMA—more information can be found at: https://wgfd.wyo.
gov/public-access/hunter-management-areas/Monolith-Ranch

Thanks to the foresight of City planners nearly 40 years ago, Laramie residents have a secure water
supply while other communities in the region are struggling to figure out how to meet their future
water demands. Results of the 2019 Citizen Survey show that the preservation of water resources,
including the Monolith Ranch, received the second highest priority by respondents only behind
maintaining infrastructure. Whether the future of the ranch after the municipal transfer is to remain
as a cattle operation, or to become an open space/recreation area, or potentially be used for economic
development, it will undoubtedly remain an important asset to the citizens of Laramie.

City Street Signs Get a New Look
On average, City Streets Divison replaces 600 signs each year due to theft, damage, and
regular updating. Previously, the department would either purchase new signs or, if possible,
reface the old signs. Refacing signage worked a fair amount of the time but, oftentimes, the
refaced signs weren't up to community standards.
Staff contacted Northwest Sign Recycling to discuss alternative options. Northwest offers a
service where they pick up old signs then sandblast off the old information and clean it up
to produce a “new” blank sign. This procedure is much more cost effective than buying new
sign blanks, roughly saving $2.00 per square foot or about $10.00 for a standard 24” X 30”
sign. Streets Division expects a total savings of $5,000-$6,000 per year using this method.
Signs that are not reusable are recycled and the City receives a credit.
With this expected savings, Streets will
budget for new reusable sign bases. These
bases have a permanent fixture that
securely locks the sign post in place with a
wedge that is driven in with a jack hammer.
If the sign is hit by a vehicle, for example,
it will lay over and can be easily removed.
Only a new post and a new wedge would
need to be installed, saving both time and
money.
You may also notice updated signage in
the downtown area. The new post styles
make the signs more visible, uniform,
and aesthetically pleasing. Reducing the
overall number of signs on the street
creates a modern, cleaner look.

Albany Countywide Alerts

T

he City of Laramie has contracted
with Everbridge, Inc. of Burlington
(MA) for its high-speed telephone
emergency
notification
services.
In the event of a natural or manmade emergency event, the Albany
Countywide Alerts system gives City and County officials the
ability to deliver prerecorded emergency telephone notification
and informational messages to targeted areas or the entire city
and county at a fast rate.
Albany Countywide Alerts allows us to notify you via hard line
phone, cell phone, text message, or email or TDD/TTY in the
event of an emergency. We can't be sure that your number and
address are in the database. To ensure your information is in the
database, you need to enroll using the link provided. By enrolling
in the Albany Countywide Alerts, you will be providing multiple
methods of contact if the need arises. This is particularly important
if you have a cell phone, high-speed internet phone, or voice over
internet protocol (VoIP) phone. Providing an email address allows
us to contact you via that medium as well.
Please take a few moments to enroll in Albany Countywide Alerts
program so you can be notified of any emergency alert messages.
If you have questions, please contact PSAP Administrator Steve
Morgan at (307) 721-5376.
This is a new system and enrollment is required, EVEN IF YOU
WERE PREVIOUSLY ENROLLED IN THE "OLD" CODE RED SYSTEM.

Laramie City
Council
Ward 1
Charles McKinney | 742.0707
cmckinney@cityoflaramie.org
Brian Harrington| 272.9903
bharrington@cityoflaramie.org
Jessica Stalder | 460.1493
jstalder@cityoflaramie.org
Ward 2
Jayne Pearce | 314.2334
jpearce@cityoflaramie.org
Joe Shumway, Mayor/
President of Council | 742.9951
jshumway@cityoflaramie.org
Paul Weaver | 760.3116
pweaver@cityoflaramie.org
Ward 3
Erin O'Doherty | 399.1309
eodoherty@cityoflaramie.org
Bryan Shuster | 745.8828
bshuster@cityoflaramie.org
Pat Gabriel, Vice-Mayor
399.2120
pgabriel@cityoflaramie.org

C ontacts
Emergency........................................ 911
Dispatch–non-emergency........ 721.2526
INFORMATION..................... 721.5200
Animal Control....................... 721.5385
Accounting.............................. 721.5224
City Clerk............................... 721.5220
City Manager's Office.............. 721.5226
City Attorney.......................... 721.5321
Code Administration............... 721.5274
Engineering............................. 721.5250
Greenhill Cemetery................. 721.5267
Fire Administration................. 721.5332
Human Resources.................... 721.5247
Municipal Court..................... 721.5205
Parks and Recreation............... 721.5269
Planning................................. 721.5207
Police Administration.............. 721.3547
Solid Waste.............................. 721.5279
Streets..................................... 721.5277
Utility Billing.......................... 721.5222
Water and Sewer...................... 721.5280
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