



























































Revision date July 12, 2017

Section 20. Cross-examination. A party may conduct cross-examinations
required for a full and true disclosure of the facts and a party is entitled to confront all
opposing witnesses.

Section 21. Judicial Notice. Notice may be taken of judicially cognizable facts.
In addition, notice may be taken of technical or scientific facts within the Commission’s
specialized knowledge or of information, data and material included within the
Commission’s files; the parties shall be notified either before or during the hearing or
after the hearing, but before the Commission decision, of material facts noticed, and
they shall be afforded an opportunity to contest the facts noticed.

Section 22, Consideration of Record; Opportunity to File Exceptions and Brief;
Oral Argument. The Commission shall consider the whole record or any portion

stipulated to by the parties. In the event a recommended decision is rendered, all
parties shall be afforded a reasonable opportunity to file exceptions thereto, which shall
be deemed a part of the record. All parties as a matter of right shall be permitted to file
a brief with the Commission and oral argument shall be allowed in discretion of the
Commission.

Section 23. Final Decision; Notification. A final decision or order adverse to a
party in a contested case shall be in writing or dictated into the record. The final
decision shall include findings of fact and conclusions of law separately stated.
Findings of fact, if set forth in statutory language, shall be accompanied by a concise
and explicit statement of the underlying facts supporting the findings, Parties shall be
notified either personally or by mail of the decision or order. A copy of the decision and
order shall be delivered or mailed forthwith to each party or to his attorney of record.

Section 24. Limitation of Inquiry; Consultations. Unless required for the
disposition of ex parte matters authorized by law, members of the Commission,
employees presiding at a hearing in a contested case, and employees assisting in the
foregoing persons in compiling, evaluating and analyzing the record in a contested case
or in writing a decision in a contested case shall not directly or indirectly in connection
with any issue in the case consult with any person other than a Commission member,
officer, contract consultant or employee or other state or federal employee, any party
other than the Commission or with any Commission employee who was engaged in the
investigation, preparation, presentation or prosecution of the case except upon notice
and opportunity for all parties to participate. Nothing herein contained shall preclude
any Commission member from consulting with other members of the Commission. No
officer, employee, contract consultant, federal employee or agency who has
participated in the investigation, preparation, presentation or prosecution of a contested
case shall, in that or a factually related case, participate or advise in the decision,
recommended decision or agency review of the decision, or be consulted in connection
therewith except as witness or counsel in public proceedings. Provided, however, that
a staff member shall not be disqualified from participating or advising in the decision,
recommended decision or Commission review because he has participated in the
presentation of the case in the event such staff member does not assert or have an
adversary position.
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Section 25. Presiding Officers. There shall preside at the taking of evidence in
all contested cases the statutory Commission or one (1) or more members of the
Commission, or an employee of the Commission or an employee of the City designated
by the Commission to act as presiding officer. The functions of all those presiding in
contested cases shall be conducted in an impartial manner. Any such officer shall at
any time withdraw if he deems himself disqualified, provided there are other qualified
presiding officers available to act. Officers presiding at hearings shall have authority,
subject to the published rules of the Commission and within its power to: administer
oaths and affirmations; issue subpoenas; rule upon offers of proof and receive relevant
evidence; take or cause depositions to be taken in accordance with the provisions of
this Chapter; regulate the course of the hearing; hold conferences for the settiement or
simplification of the issues; dispose of procedural requests or similar matters; make
recommended decisions when directed to do so by the Commission; and take any other
action authorize by Commission rules.

Duly adopted after notice and hearing
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Signed: (A W&

~Fravis-Helm-Chairman , Andvea dommeruife

Dated: F+-{2-1F

Cc. Jackie Gonzales, Albany County Clerk
Angie Johnson, City Clerk
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